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REGULAR MEETING 

September 8, 2015 

 

PERE MARQUETTE CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD 

held at 1699 S. Pere Marquette Highway, Ludington MI  49431 

 

Board members present:  Supervisor Paul Keson; Clerk Rachelle Enbody; Treasurer Sara McCallum; Trustees: 

Paul Piper, Joanne Kelley, Andy Kmetz and James Nordlund. 

Also present:  Devon Hall, Terry Wahr, Andy Larr, Larry Gaylord, and Kelly Smith. 

Present for a portion of the meeting: Sheriff Kim Cole and County Commissioner Steve Hull. 

 

Meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by the Supervisor.  Invocation was given by Smith; Pledge of Allegiance was 

recited by all.  The agenda was approved by consent. 

 

The following amendment was offered to the August 11, 2015 minutes: Under Item B. Consider Water Rate Resolution in 

the last sentence of the explanation to change the word residential to standard. 

 

Moved by Enbody, seconded by McCallum to approve the minutes from August 11, 2015 as amended.  Motion carried. 

 

SHERIFF’S REPORT: Sheriff Kim Cole reported on 118 calls for service in August 2015.  County Commissioner Steve 

Hull reported on the most recent meeting of the Mason County Board of Commissioners and noted there will be an Open 

House for Mason-Oceana 911 on Saturday, September 19
th

 from 1:00-5:00 p.m. to recognize 20 years of operation. 

  

COMMUNICATIONS: Enbody reported that board members have been invited to a Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for ALDI 

on Thursday, September 10
th

 at 9:00 a.m. and also to the dedication ceremony for the bronze sculpture “Helping Hands” at 

the Mason County Sheriff’s Office on September 11
th

 at 5:00 p.m. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: A. Consider Appointment of Firefighter – Board members reviewed a memo from Chief Gaylord.  

Gaylord  explained that the potential firefighter has twenty-four years of experience as a firefighter, has medical training 

and has passed the background check and physical examination.   

 

Moved by Keson, seconded by Piper to approve the appointment of Kevin Clark to the Pere Marquette Fire Department as 

a Senior Firefighter with medical training effective immediately and to waive the two year probationary period. 

 

Motion carried. 

 

B. Consider 2015 Road Project/Contract Amendment – Keson explained that the company that the road commission 

contracted to complete the chip and seal road projects is unable complete the chip and seal work this year.  Keson 

recommended replacing one of the chip and seal projects for an HMA overlay on Sherman Road.  The chip and seal 

projects scheduled for 2015 will be placed on the list for completion in 2016. 

 

Moved by Nordlund, seconded by Kmetz to complete the following road project and to authorize the township supervisor 

and township clerk to sign the contract with the Mason County Road Commission on behalf of the township: 

 

Sherman Road - Curtwood Road North to Ivanhoe Street: Place a HMA overlay over existing HMA over entire roadway.  

Length 0.31 mi. Estimated Cost - $21,300.00 

 

Motion carried. 

 

C. Consider Water Tower Maintenance Project – Board members reviewed correspondence from the project engineer.  

The lowest bid received was $18,000.00 more than the estimated project cost of $35,000.00.  The engineer recommended 

rejecting the bids and purchasing the equipment directly from the cathodic protection and mixing system vendors and 

allowing Dixon to subcontract with an electrical contractor to provide all required wiring to install the mixer and control 

panel.  Following the recommendation would bring the estimated project cost in at $27,497.00. 

 

Moved by Kmetz, seconded by Enbody to reject the bids received for the Cathodic Protection System and Mixing Unit 

Installation; to purchase the equipment directly from the cathodic protection and mixing system vendors; to authorize 

Dixon Engineering to subcontract with an electrical contractor to provide all required wiring to install the mixer and control  
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panel; and to approve additional engineering costs with Dixon Engineering for the hiring of an electrical subcontractor for 

an approximate project cost of $35,000.00. 

 

Motion carried. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: Planning Commission (Kmetz) – Planning Commission members have received a copy of the 

Comprehensive Plan Draft prepared by LIAA and will be reviewing the plan to bring back suggestions at the next meeting. 

 

Zoning Board of Appeals (Piper) – Reported the ZBA held two meetings recently; a sign variance and small addition of a 

three season room were approved at the first meeting; a request to enclose a porch and to add a second, larger covered 

porch was postponed from the first meeting awaiting more information from the homeowner and contractor.  At a special 

meeting, the ZBA approved enclosing the current porch and denied the addition of a second covered deck. 

 

EMPLOYEE REPORTS: Assessor (Hall) – Stated he had nothing new to report but was available to answer any questions 

from the board. 

 

Building/Zoning Administrator (Wahr) – Provided a written report detailing permit activity through August; the ALDI 

permit has been finaled out; has issued a construction permit for Mercy Health with a construction value of 2.7 million; the 

construction of the Wags to Wiskers building is behind schedule but now that ALDI is open they are trying to get caught 

up; a building permit for a new home in the Woodland Hills subdivision is ready to be issued. 

 

DPW/Water/Sewer Superintendent (Larr) – The DPW removed the old sidewalk at the township hall in preparation for the 

installation of a new sidewalk; they have installed a drain on Sherman Street to eliminate a water problem in that area and 

will be working on a drain system at the Fire Department in conjunction with the new concrete approach installation. 

 

Fire Department (Gaylord) – Reported on 26 responses in July.  Year-to-date totals are 211 in 2015 compared to 186 in 

2014.  Reported on a hazardous materials incident and the progress of the concrete approach installation. 

 

Parks (Smith) – Reported the Labor Day weekend was busy; waiting for answers on grant applications; the most recent 

grant application was for trees that will be planted along the roadway guardrail fence line that will create a sound and visual 

barrier for the campers from the traffic on Lakeshore Drive; working to replace the fence and picnic tables damaged in a 

vehicle accident near the parking area; determining future projects in the parks including auto flush toilets for the 

campground and a future playground area at Memorial Tree Park. 

 

Clerk (Enbody) – Reported working on entering department request budget figures; working with insurance provider on 

hospitalization coverage; received notification from MERS of changes to their website; working with the Supervisor on 

renewal of the property and casualty insurance.  Enbody provided a current list of invoices for approval. 

 

Moved by Enbody, seconded by Piper to approve payment of invoices totaling $122,851.01.  Motion carried. 

 

Treasurer (McCallum) – Provided a written report detailing cash and investment balances by fund and by bank account for 

August 2015; finished the department request figures for the water and sewer budgets; recently prepared the first utility bill 

for Michigan Power. 

 

Supervisor (Keson) – Reported he and Wahr met with representatives from Dow and CH2MHill regarding potential 

property acquisition; distributed department request budget figures noting an increase of approximately 6% in revenues for 

2016; Keson noted that the personnel committee will need to meet soon; will be attending the ALDI Grand Opening and the 

Sculpture Dedication. 

 

Meeting adjourned by Supervisor at 7:40 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

Rachelle D. Enbody, CMC, Township Clerk                                                Paul Keson, Township Supervisor 

 


