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REGULAR MEETING 

September 12, 2017 

 

PERE MARQUETTE CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD 

held at 1699 S. Pere Marquette Highway, Ludington MI  49431 

 

Board members present:  Supervisor Paul Keson; Clerk Rachelle Enbody; Treasurer Jacalyn Sroka; 

Trustees: James Nordlund Sr. and Henry Rasmussen. 

Board members absent: Trustees:  Paul Piper and Andrew Kmetz. 

Also present:  Devon Hall, Terry Wahr, Scott Graczyk, and Kelly Smith, Robert and Betty Ford, 

and County Commissioner Steve Hull. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by the Supervisor.  Invocation was given by Smith; Pledge of Allegiance 

was recited by all.  The minutes of the August 22, 2017 meeting and the current agenda were approved by consent. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  Betty Ford commented that Pallet Recycle has large scrap piles of pallets and is concerned that 

it is a fire hazard and stated it should be considered blight. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS: Enbody reported receiving notice from the EPA that it is seeking public comments on an 

injection well permit for Occidental Chemical Corporation for a well located on Virnetta Drive.  The EPA will accept 

comments until Monday, October 2, 2017.  Republic Services will be hosting a customer appreciation day on Thursday, 

September 28, 2017, at the Manistee Landfill.  A press release was received from the Michigan Department of Treasury 

announcing that the State of Michigan’s credit rating from Standard and Poor’s has improved to a AA- rating. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  A. Second Reading and Consideration of Adoption of Proposed Ordinance No. 141 – Anti-

Blight and Inoperable Motor Vehicle Ordinance – Board members conducted the second reading of proposed 

Ordinance No. 141, an ordinance to amend the Code of Ordinances by adding Chapter 19 to prevent, reduce, and 

eliminate blight, blighting factors, or causes of blight within Pere Marquette Charter Township, Mason County, 

Michigan; to provide definitions of certain terms; to establish regulations regarding inoperable motor vehicles within the 

township; and to protect the health, safety, and general welfare of persons and property within the township.  The 

proposed ordinance was published in the Clerk’s office and on the township website and a notice to that effect was 

published in the Ludington Daily News on August 25, 2017. 

 

Moved by Enbody, seconded by Nordlund to accept the second reading without change and adopt proposed Ordinance 

No. 141 – Anti-Blight and Inoperable Motor Vehicle Ordinance, to become effective the day after publication in 

accordance with the laws of the State of Michigan. 

 

Roll call vote: Yes: Rasmussen, Sroka, Keson, Enbody, and Nordlund.  

  No:  None. 

         Absent: Kmetz and Piper. 

Motion carried. 

  

B.  Consider Bid Award – Father Marquette Shrine Reconstruction – Board members reviewed the correspondence 

from Nordlund and Associates, Inc., regarding the bid received from the bid opening conducted on August 30, 2017 for 

the Father Marquette Shrine Reconstruction project.  Keson explained that no major work has been done on the Shrine 

for sixty-one years and it is in need of renovations.  

 

Moved by Keson, seconded by Rasmussen to award the bid for the Father Marquette Shrine Reconstruction project to 

Michael Wadel Construction in the amount of $75,365.54 and to authorize the Supervisor and Clerk to sign all 

necessary documents. 

 

Motion carried. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  Planning Commission (Kmetz) – Absent (excused).  Meeting cancelled, no report. 

 

Architectural Control Committee (Keson) – Reported the committee met to review construction plans for ProAct 

Services Corporation. The committee approved the architectural and site plans for the purpose of constructing a new 

corporate headquarters and manufacturing facility with the stipulation to include brick facing on the east exterior wall. 
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EMPLOYEE REPORTS: Assessor (Hall) – Announced his recent marriage and thanked Enbody and Lange for taking 

care of the paperwork necessary to implement the change of status.  

 

Building/Zoning Administrator (Wahr) – Provided a report detailing permit activity for August 2017; the building 

department is seeing a lot of activity with two million in new construction value in Epworth, a permit was issued for 

Harbor Freight Tools, America’s Fitness Center is moving locations, and a temporary Certificate of Occupancy was 

issued for the new Whitehall Industries facility with the offices expected to be complete in another month. 

 

DPW/Water/Sewer Superintendent (Larr) – Absent (excused). 

 

Fire Department (Graczyk) – Reported on thirty-two responses for August 2017 and year-to-date totals are 217 in 2017 

compared to 270 in 2016. 

 

Parks Manager / Code Enforcement (Smith) – Reported that the parks have started to slow down but overall activity for 

the season is up partially due to the online reservation system; the township is still waiting on the DNR to approve the 

plans, specifications, and bid documents for the Buttersville playground equipment; Smith thanked the board for 

approving the bid for the Shrine reconstruction project.  Keson added that there will be a meeting next Monday with the 

staff of the Nature Conservancy to tour the Dow acquisition property so their staff can determine fundraising efforts.  

Acquisition grant scores should be available soon.  Smith stated he was also thankful for the adoption of the Anti-Blight 

Ordinance that will help with Code Enforcement.  

 

OFFICERS REPORTS:  Clerk (Enbody) –  Reported that the new election equipment for all of Mason County will be 

delivered to the township hall next week; Each municipality will be required to conduct acceptance testing of the new 

equipment, which will also take place at the township hall; Enbody and Lange attended electronic poll book training in 

order to implement electronic poll books in future elections; Enbody will be attending the Michigan Government 

Finance Officers Association fall training institute at the end of September.  Enbody provided a list of current invoices 

for approval.   

 

Moved by Enbody, seconded by Sroka to approve payment of invoices totaling $194,941.26.  Motion carried. 

 

Treasurer (Sroka) – Reported that Thursday is the last day to pay summer property taxes; will be attending a BS&A 

training at the end of September and will be attending the Michigan Municipal Treasurer’s Association conference in 

October; reported working with Beacon billing system for Badger meters in order to begin obtaining the radio reads and 

hopes to get the new system up and running in the near future. 

 

Supervisor (Keson) –  Reported the Western Mason County Fire District Authority approved the purchase of two new 

fire trucks, one for Pere Marquette Township and one for Hamlin Township; Reviewed a communication from the 

Mason County Road Commission stating they were unable to complete chip and seal projects this fall and that Keson 

will be requesting the Roads Committee meet this fall in order to submit the 2018 road projects to the MCRC by 

December; Keson received information that a parcel of property near the Fire Department is for sale.  He asked board 

members if they would be interested in pursuing the purchase of the property if it were reasonable.  Board members 

agreed that Keson should pursue the purchase of the parcel, which would come back to the board for final approval; 

Reported that the Fords had previously dropped off paperwork and expressed concern over the current condition of the 

Pallet Recycle property.  Keson explained that the township has a prior court order stating that the facility must abide by 

the court ordered stipulations and that the township will be working with the owner of Pallet Recycle; Keson received a 

complaint of gun fire taking place on City property near the wastewater treatment plant and noted that the property is 

used by the City Police Department for training; attended a supervisors meeting with discussion as to whether accessory 

buildings should be allowed on vacant land. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  The MTA On the Road Regional Meeting will be October 11, 2017 at Lincoln Hills Golf Club. 

 

EXTENDED PUBLIC COMMENT:  Betty Ford stated she has photos of the Pallet Recycle property.  County 

Commissioner Hull reported on the most recent meeting of the Mason County Board of Commissioners. 

 

The meeting was adjourned by the Supervisor at 7:17 p.m. 

 

 

Rachelle D. Enbody, CMC, Township Clerk                                                Paul Keson, Township Supervisor 


