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REGULAR MEETING 

July 14, 2015 

 

PERE MARQUETTE CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD 

held at 1699 S. Pere Marquette Highway, Ludington MI  49431 

 

Board members present:  Supervisor Paul Keson; Clerk Rachelle Enbody; Treasurer Sara McCallum; Trustees: 

Paul Piper, Joanne Kelley, Andy Kmetz and James Nordlund. 

Also present:  Devon Hall, Terry Wahr, Andy Larr, Larry Gaylord, County Commissioner Steve 

Hull and Andrew Burnham and James Bearman of Burton & Associates 

Present for a portion of the meeting: Sheriff Kim Cole, Kirk Myers, Marcia Hansen, Henry Rasmussen and County 

Commissioner Curt VanderWall. 

 

Meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by the Supervisor.  Invocation was given by Keson; Pledge of Allegiance was 

recited by all.  The minutes of the June 23, 2015 regular meeting and the amended agenda were approved by consent. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: Sheriff Kim Cole reported on 110 calls for service in June 2015.   

 

Moved by Enbody, seconded by Keson to add METRO Act Right-of-Way Telecommunications Permit to the agenda.  

Motion carried. 

  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: A. Consider Application for Fireworks Display Permit – Keson noted that the application 

for fireworks display permit received from the Western Michigan Fair Association is complete and letters of support and 

acknowledgement  have been received from the Mason County Sheriff and the Pere Marquette Charter Township Fire 

Chief.  Marcia Hansen addressed the board stating provisions have been made for the safety of the fair animals.  Kirk 

Myers stated that after the first year the board implemented changes for the safety of the animals allowing them to be 

removed from the fairgrounds during the display, having the doors to the barns closed and supervision at each door during 

the display and that owners can come into the barn and stay with their animal(s).  Marcia Hansen added that they encourage 

using radios in the barns, giving animals more feed, and also  inform owners about using ear plugs for the animals during 

the display.  Hansen and Myers answered questions from board members.  Enbody stated that she included additional 

information in board packets on state statute MCL 28.466 (4) which states “The local governing authority shall rule on the 

competency and qualification of articles pyrotechnic and display fireworks operators…, and on the time, place, and safety 

aspect…of display fireworks before granting permits.”   

 

Moved by Kmetz, seconded by Piper to approve the Application for Fireworks Display Permit received from the Western 

Michigan Fair Association to conduct a fireworks display at the Mason County Fairgrounds on Tuesday, August 11, 2015 

at dusk.  In case of rain, the display will occur on August 15, 2015. 

 

Motion carried. 

 

Kirk Myers thanked the board for the approval of the permit and asked them to contact him if they had any further 

questions. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: A. Presentation of Utility Rate Analysis – Keson introduced Andrew Burnham and James Bearman of 

Burton and Associates.  Burton and Associates specializes in financial management consulting services to local 

governments with a significant area of emphasis in specialty and water resources work.  Mr. Burnham explained that they 

began with assisting the township in negotiating a bulk water cost between the township and the City of Ludington due to 

the addition of a new large user and worked to establish a sliding scale to be able to charge a large volume customer that 

included a 7.2% adder to recognize the townships administrative costs.  They developed multi-year financial management 

plans for both the water and sewer systems and then evaluated and gave recommendations for quarterly billing charges, 

connection charges, and miscellaneous fees. 

 

The recommendations for the water systems included a 10% reduction in rates for 2015 and 2016, with 3.5% annual 

inflationary increases from 2017 through 2024.  It was noted that the average rate increase is 5% per year.  The 

recommendation for the sewer system is to maintain the current rates in 2015 and 2016 and then add a 3.5% annual 

inflationary increase starting in 2017 through 2024.  It was noted that these models can be updated periodically as needed.   
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It was also recommended to take the annual depreciation expense for both the water and sewer funds and transfer it to a 

separate capital reserve within each utility in order to have funds designated and set aside for future capital spending. 

 

The recommendation for quarterly billing charges is to reduces the water usage rate by 10%, reduce the water service 

charge for 5/8” meters by 10% and then recalculate service charges for all meters larger than 5/8”. 

 

The recommendations for connection charges are to put fees in place based upon connections up to 2” for water and then to 

use the cost of service spreadsheet developed and provided by Burton and Associates to evaluate the actual costs for 

making connections over 2”; to update frontage fees to reflect the most current unit cost; and to use meter size and AWWA 

factors which is common practice for trunkage/benefit fees. 

 

The recommendation for miscellaneous fees is to use the cost of service spreadsheet to update the cost data for these fees. 

 

Keson thanked Mr. Burnham and Mr. Bearman, stating it has been a pleasure to work with both of them and that he 

appreciates everything they have done to bring this information to the board. 

 

B. Set 2015 Levies for Operation and LMTA Millage – The public hearing to set the 2015 levies and adopt the budget 

was held on December 9, 2014.  The budget was adopted using the millage rates of 2.85 for operation and 0.29 for public 

transportation (LMTA). 

 

Moved by Kelley, seconded by McCallum to set the 2015 levy for operation at 2.85 mills and the levy for public 

transportation at 0.29 mills. 

 

Motion carried. 

 

C. Resolution to Appoint Officer Delegate to the 2015 MERS Annual Meeting – The following RESOLUTION was 

offered by Kelley, and supported by Piper: 

 

WHEREAS, the Municipal Employees’ Retirement System (MERS) Annual Meeting will be held on October 8 and 9, 

2015; and 

 

WHEREAS, the governing body of each member municipality must appoint an officer delegate of the governing body for 

the purpose of selecting nominees to the Retirement Board and the transaction of such other business as the Retirement 

Board deems necessary. 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Pere Marquette Charter Township Board appoints Rachelle Enbody, Township 

Clerk and Benefits Plan Administrator, as Officer Delegate for the 2015 MERS Annual Meeting. 

 

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 

 

D. Resolution for Charitable Gaming License for Mason County Historical Society – Enbody explained that a request 

was received from The Mason County Historical Society requesting they be recognized as a nonprofit organization in the 

community in order to apply for a raffle license from the State of Michigan.  The State requires the local governing body to 

pass a resolution of recognition.  Enbody also noted that a copy of the Society’s 501(c)(3) determination letter from the IRS  

is on file with the township. 

 

The following RESOLUTION was offered by Enbody and supported by Kmetz that the request from The Mason County 

Historical Society of Ludington, County of Mason, asking that they be recognized as a nonprofit organization operating in 

the community for the purpose of obtaining charitable gaming licenses, be considered for approval. 

 

  YES:        Kmetz, Kelley, McCallum, Keson, Enbody, Piper and Nordlund. 

 NO:      None. 

 ABSENT:   None. 

 

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 
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E. Resolution for Participation in the Fire Insurance Withholding Program – Keson reported that the township 

enrolled in the Fire Insurance Withholding Program in 2005.  The information for the banking institution and Treasurer’s 

information requires updating.  McCallum clarified that the previous resolution stated that the township would establish an 

escrow account with Fifth Third Bank.  McCallum has been trying for three weeks to make a deposit with Fifth Third and 

they have been unable to establish an account for deposit.  New proposed language for the resolution would designate any 

board approved depository (bank) for the deposit of funds related to the program. 

              

The following RESOLUTION was offered by McCallum, seconded by Enbody: 

 

WHEREAS, the provisions of Act 495 of the Public Acts of 1980, as amended by Act 216 of the Public Acts of 1998, and 

the provisions of Act 217 of the Public Acts of 1998, provide that a portion of certain casualty losses for fire or explosion 

otherwise payable by insurers may be withheld in escrow by participating municipalities in order to secure repair, 

replacement or removal of damaged structures which violate the Charter Township of Pere Marquette health or safety 

standards; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Charter Township of Pere Marquette has determined that participation in said program would protect and 

promote the public health, safety and welfare and wishes to be included in the list of participating municipalities published 

by the Commissioner of Insurance; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Charter Township of Pere Marquette desires to implement all procedures necessary to administer said 

program by designating the Township official responsible for administration of the program and establish an escrow 

account for said purpose. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED as follows: 

 

1. That the Charter Township of Pere Marquette does hereby become a participating municipality in the program 

providing for the escrow of fire insurance as established by Act 495 of the Public Acts of 1980, as amended by Act 

216 of the Public Acts of 1998, or as established by Act 217 of the Public Acts of 1998, and does declare its 

intention to uniformly apply the provisions of Section 2845 or Section 2227 to all property within the Township of 

Pere Marquette. 

 

2. That the Township official responsible for the administration of Section 2845 or 2227 of said Acts and any rules 

promulgated by the Commissioner of Financial and Insurance Services is hereby designated as follows:  Township 

Treasurer. 

 

3. That the Township Treasurer shall establish an escrow account with an approved designated depository of Pere 

Marquette Charter Township for the purpose of receiving and holding deposits of money received from insurers 

pursuant to Section 2845 or 2227 of said Acts, which account shall be separately maintained from all other 

accounts and may be an interest bearing account. 

 

4. All resolutions in conflict herewith in whole or in part are hereby revoked to the extent of such conflict. 

  

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 

 

F.  METRO Act Right of Way Telecommunications Permit (added) – Enbody explained that the purpose of the METRO 

Act is to create a telecommunication right-of-way oversight authority and provide revenue to municipalities.  Lynx 

Network Group, Inc. has submitted an application and application fee to install a fiber optic cable to provide bandwidth to a 

cellular provider on the tower located on Chauvez Road. 

 

Moved by Enbody, seconded by Keson, to approve the application for a METRO Act Permit by Lynx Network Group, Inc. 

and to authorize the Supervisor and Clerk to sign the Bilateral Form Right of Way Telecommunications Permit.   

 

Motion carried. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: Planning Commission (Kmetz) – Reported that a work session was held in which Kelly Smith 

(Assistant Code Enforcement Officer) introduced himself to the Commission; the Planning Commission will be working 

with Smith and creating a list of priorities for property maintenance enforcement and ordinance language clarification.                                                    
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EMPLOYEE REPORTS: Assessor (Hall) – Reported that he received a new computer and thanked the board. 

 

Building/Zoning Administrator (Wahr) – Provided a written report detailing permit activity through June; approved a co-

location of antennas on the Chauvez Road tower; stated Pallet Recycle’s new building is under construction; footings have 

been poured for Wags to Wiskers new construction; reported the Benedict-Shilander new construction is on an aggressive 

schedule; finaled the Lakewinds O and M building in the Industrial Park and stated they are just about cleared out of their 

temporary location; there are three variance requests that will be coming before the Zoning Board of Appeals at their next 

meeting. 

 

DPW/Water/Sewer Superintendent (Larr) – Reported that a contractor is directionally drilling for the township in order to 

provide water and sewer services to Benedict-Shilander’s and that they will also be installing a lift station for the new 

business; working with the engineer on the bid for the Sixth Street Lift Station and thinks that the bid specifications will be 

ready soon; reported that Epworth is interested in increasing water volumes within their boundaries with the possibility of 

replacing a water main along Lakeshore Drive in a cooperative effort between Epworth, the Township, and the City of 

Ludington;  Michigan Power is planning to connect to township water on July 24
th

; also working on landscaping, brush 

collection, and meter reads.  

 

Fire Department (Gaylord) – Reported on 29 responses in June and noted that the department is at 163 runs to date 

compared to 144 runs at this time last year. 

 

Parks Manager (Smith) – No report (absent). 

 

OFFICERS REPORTS:  Clerk (Enbody) –  Reported attending the Annual Clerks’ Conference in June; the Election 

Commission met to appoint inspectors for the August 4
th

 special election; the Public Test of the election equipment will 

take place on Thursday, July 22
nd

; will be conducting a county-wide training for new election inspectors on Thursday , July 

30
th

.  Enbody provided a current list of invoices for approval. 

 

Moved by Enbody, seconded by Piper to approve payment of invoices totaling $170,124.02.  Motion carried. 

 

Treasurer (McCallum) – Provided a written report detailing cash and investment balances by fund and by bank account for 

June 2015; tax bills were mailed July 1
st
; working with the City Treasurer to pull together a county-wide list of delinquent 

personal property taxes to have them stricken from the tax rolls; water and sewer bills have been mailed; working on her 

department budgets; busy with new water and sewer connections and finding connections take a lot of time and research; 

working with banks and discussing investments; was contacted by West Shore Bank about their Positive Pay program and 

gave a brief explanation of how the program works. 

 

Supervisor (Keson) – Attended a meeting of township supervisors and discussed golf cart ordinances, road issues, elected 

officers for the organization, discussed hall rental policies, and determined a meeting schedule for the year; ordered four 

new windows to replace the older windows in the township hall and is looking for a contractor to install them; received 

quotes for the replacement of the front sidewalk and entrance with the lowest quote coming in at $3,500.00. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: The quarterly Mason County Township Officers’ Association meeting will be Thursday, July 16
th

 at 

Grant Township Hall. 

 

EXTENDED PUBLIC COMMENTS:  Henry Rasmussen expressed his dissatisfaction that his son, who is a member of the 

fire department, and received a letter from the Fire Chief asking his son to consider requesting a leave of absence. 

 

Meeting adjourned by Supervisor at 7:52 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

Rachelle D. Enbody, CMC, Township Clerk                                                Paul Keson, Township Supervisor 

 

 


