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REGULAR MEETING 

July 11, 2017 

 

PERE MARQUETTE CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD 

held at 1699 S. Pere Marquette Highway, Ludington MI  49431 

 

Board members present:  Supervisor Paul Keson; Clerk Rachelle Enbody; Treasurer Jacalyn Sroka; 

Trustees Paul Piper, Andrew Kmetz, and Henry Rasmussen. 

Board member absent: Trustee James Nordlund Sr. 

Also present:  Devon Hall, Terry Wahr, Andy Larr, Larry Gaylord, Kelly Smith, County 

Commissioners Lewis Squires and Steve Hull, Sheriff Kim Cole, and Fran 

Kalchik. 
 

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by the Supervisor.  Invocation was given by Smith; Pledge of Allegiance 

was recited by all.  The minutes of the June 13, 2017 meeting and the current agenda were approved by consent. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  Sheriff Cole reported on 102 calls for service in June 2017. 
 

Commissioners Squires and Hull reported on the most recent meeting of the Mason County Board of Commissioners. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS: Enbody informed board members that she has received a copy of the most recent meeting 

minutes of the Lincoln Lake Improvement Board and the minutes are available in the Clerk’s office.  An informational 

fact sheet regarding shoreline habitat assessment was received from the conservation district.  Enbody reported the June 

retirement(s) of the State of Michigan Chief Deputy Treasurer Joseph Fielek after forty years of service, Bureau of 

Elections Program Development Division Director Tim Hanson after twenty-three years of service, and Bureau of 

Elections Director Chris Thomas after thirty-six years of service. 
 

NEW BUSINESS: A. Certify the 2017 Millage Rates for Township Operation and Public Transportation – A 

public hearing was held on November 22, 2016, to propose the 2017 levies and adopt the 2017 budgets.  The 2017 

budgets were adopted using the millage rate(s) of 2.85 for operation and 0.29 for public transportation (LMTA). 
 

Moved by Rasmussen, seconded by Kmetz to certify the taxes to be levied in 2017 at 2.85 mills for operation and at 

0.29 mills for public transportation. 
 

Motion carried. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  Planning Commission (Kmetz) – Meeting cancelled, no report. 
 

Finance Committee (Keson) – Reported meeting to review quotes received for the replacement of the roof on the Sixth 

Street warehouse.  The committee agreed to go with the low quote from Vandervest Construction for $9300.00. 
 

EMPLOYEE REPORTS: Assessor (Hall) – Reported working with BS&A Software to add a feature in the assessing 

program that allows users to expand the land information sketch to view the land dimensions. 
 

Building/Zoning Administrator (Wahr) – Provided a report detailing permit activity for June 2017; reported working on 

ordinance amendments and has received one response to the RFP for the zoning ordinance re-write. 
 

DPW/Water/Sewer Superintendent (Larr) – Reported the new backhoe has been received; the DEQ District Engineer 

visited yesterday to review record keeping procedures, water sample histories, and view the water system in general and 

was impressed with the well house; DPW staff have completed the second quarter meter readings. 
 

Fire Department (Gaylord) – Reported on twenty-seven responses for June 2017 and year-to-date totals are fifteen or 

sixteen runs under the total number of runs in 2016.  
 

Parks Manager / Code Enforcement (Smith) –  Reported Buttersville campground is having a nice year and had no 

major issues over the Fourth of July holiday; working on the plans for the Father Marquette Shrine renovations and 

anticipates the project should be ready to go out for bids soon;  will be meeting with Jim Bernier to go over the details 

on the Buttersville Playground construction project; sealcoating of the Shrine and Sutton’s Landing parking areas is 

complete;  Smith was able to track down the owner of a property in order to bring the property into compliance for the 

ongoing overgrown grass and weed problem and is looking forward to the re-write of the zoning ordinance that will 

help to make code enforcement more effective.  
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COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE: Moved by Keson, seconded by Piper to move into Committee of the Whole at 6:52 

p.m.  Motion carried.  Various topics discussed with no action taken: 

 

Keson informed the board that the Sheriff’s Department is looking to build a storage facility.  Keson asked if board 

members would be opposed to the building being located behind the fire department.  The storage facility, if 

constructed, would require an easement through the fire department’s parking lot for access to the storage facility.  The 

County would own the storage facility and the Township would allow the easement with the possibility of sharing 

parking lot maintenance costs.  The board had no objections. 

 

Keson was approached by Smith who inquired if the Township had ever used a realtor in the past for the marketing of 

the lots in the Industrial Parks.  Keson stated that without a set price that it would be difficult to determine commission 

percentages.  Smith added that if the board wanted, rather than listing with a realtor, to make it known to realtors so 

realtors could be the buyer’s agent.  Keson stated he would gather more information. 

 

Keson informed the board of the lack of emergency services water supply to Epworth and Linlook during peak summer 

usage.  Preliminary estimates for the replacement from the current six-inch main to a twelve-inch main were received 

from Spicer Group, Inc. at an estimated cost of $597,000.00.  Keson also suggested that he could inquire to see if 

Epworth would be interested in contributing to the cost of the replacement which could help move the project forward 

sooner.  Keson asked the board if they were interested in moving forward with the water main replacement and 

continuing with Spicer Group to obtain a more accurate quote on project costs.  The board agreed that Keson should 

continue working towards the replacement/upgrade of the water main and continue working with Spicer Group as the 

project engineer. 

 

Moved by Keson, seconded by Rasmussen to return to regular session at 7:06 p.m.  Motion carried. 

 

OFFICERS REPORTS:  Clerk (Enbody) – Reported attending the Michigan Association of Municipal Clerks (MAMC) 

annual conference which had some very good educational sessions including ballot preparation and preparing for the 

new election equipment; the MAMC has implemented new educational requirements with clerks having to submit 

reports for each educational session they attend in order to receive education certification, making clerks more 

accountable for their education and training; Enbody is working on new Affordable Care Act requirements that have a 

July 31st deadline and require the township to pay a fee that will go towards the Patient Centered Outcomes Research 

Institute and require documentation to be filed with the IRS; submitted 2018-2020 budget worksheets to the Supervisor 

and is working with the attorney on ballot proposal language for the LMTA millage renewal for 2018. 

 

Moved by Enbody, seconded by Rasmussen to approve payment of invoices totaling $225,724.13.  Motion carried. 

 

Treasurer (Sroka) – Provided a report detailing quarterly cash, bank, and investment balance by fund and by bank 

account for the first quarter of 2017; summer tax bills have been mailed and are due and payable between July 1st and 

September 14th; working on second quarter utility bills and budgets; interviewed seven candidates for deputy treasurer 

and will be making a recommendation by Thursday. 

 

Supervisor (Keson) – Attended the most recent meeting of the Lincoln Lake Improvement Board and noted the board 

will hold a public hearing on August 2nd on the practicability of a five-year improvement project for aquatic nuisance 

plant control; a traffic safety meeting is scheduled for July 18th regarding the Jebavy Drive intersection; the results-to-

date of the survey requesting resident opinion on medical marijuana facilities in the township with 220 of 1500 received 

are 74% no and 26% yes; worked with the attorney on a blight ordinance that will be going before the planning 

commission at their next meeting; the Township Hall signs are being repainted and the first one has been completed and 

looks nice; working with Grand Rapids Door on a new ADA accessible doorway for the township offices. 

 

EXTENDED PUBLIC COMMENTS: Fran Kalchik commented that the improvements made at Memorial Tree Park 

look very nice. 

 

The meeting was adjourned by the Supervisor at 7:15 p.m. 

 

 

 

Rachelle D. Enbody, CMC, Township Clerk                                                Paul Keson, Township Supervisor 


