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REGULAR/COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING 

June 23, 2015 

 

PERE MARQUETTE CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD 

held at 1699 S. Pere Marquette Highway, Ludington MI  49431 

 

Board members present:                     Supervisor Paul Keson; Treasurer Sara McCallum; Trustees: Paul Piper, Joanne  

                                                            Kelley, Andy Kmetz, and James Nordlund  

Board members absent:                      Clerk Rachelle Enbody 

Also present:                                       Kristin Lange and County Commissioner Steve Hull 

Present for a portion of the meeting:  Douglas Wohlberg, CPA 

 

Meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by the Supervisor.  Invocation was given by Keson; Pledge of Allegiance was 

recited by all.  The minutes of the June 9, 2015 regular meeting were approved by consent.   

 

Moved by Kmetz, seconded by Kelley to appoint McCallum as temporary clerk for this meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

Moved by Kelley, seconded by Piper to appoint Kristin Lange as recording secretary to aid in minute taking for this 

meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  There was no public comment. 

 

Item D. “Consider Frontage Fee Exception” was added to the agenda. 

 

Moved by McCallum, seconded by Piper to approve the agenda as amended.  Motion carried. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: A. Presentation of 2014 Audit – Douglas Wohlberg, C.P.A. – In his presentation, Wohlberg reviewed 

trends in the general fund for property values, property tax millages, property tax revenues, State shared revenues, and 

general fund total revenues, comparing values from 2010 through 2015.  He reviewed revenues, expenses, and net assets 

within the major funds. Wohlberg stated that the internal accounting controls are well designed and operating as planned 

and that the General, Water, and Sewer funds are healthy. The financial statements received an unmodified or “clean” 

opinion, which is the best opinion possible.   

 

B. Consider 2015 Road Projects/Contracts – Board members reviewed a list of proposed road projects.  

 

Moved by Kmetz, seconded by Nordlund to complete the following road projects at a total estimated township cost of 

$48,830.00 but not to exceed $55,000.00 and to authorize the township supervisor and township clerk to sign the contracts 

with the Mason County Road Commission on behalf of the township: 

 

Conrad Road and Meyers Road Intersection: 

Place a HMA overlay over existing HMA over entire roadway.  Length 750 ft. 

Estimated Cost - $9,800.00 

 

Ivanhoe Street - Lendale Road East to Sherman Road: 

Place a HMA overlay over existing HMA over entire roadway.  Length 808 ft. 

Estimated Cost - $10,000.00 

 

Washington Avenue - Cambridge Drive North to Ivanhoe Street: 

Place a HMA overlay over existing HMA over entire roadway.  Length 594 ft. 

Estimated Cost - $7,700.00 

 

Riverview Drive - Pleasant Ridge Drive Easterly to Jebavy Drive:  

MCRC to crack seal all cracks and repair pot holes then have placed a seal coat surface and fog seal over entire roadway.  

Length 0.79 mi. 

Estimated Cost - $20,950.00 
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Sherman Road - Curtwood Road North to Ivanhoe Street: 

MCRC to crack seal all cracks and repair pot holes then have placed a seal coat surface and fog seal over entire roadway.  

Length 0.31 mi. 

Estimated Cost - $6,900.00 

 

Timber Lane - Rath Avenue East to Cul-De-Sac: 

MCRC to crack seal all cracks and repair pot holes then have placed a seal coat surface and fog seal over entire roadway.  

Length 0.21 mi. 

Estimated Cost - $6,200.00 

 

Rohrmoser Road - Lakeshore Drive South to end of Certification: 

MCRC to crack seal all cracks and repair pot holes then have placed a seal coat surface and fog seal over entire roadway.  

Length 0.12 mi. 

Estimated Cost – $1,950.00 

 

Motion carried. 

  

C. Consider Application for Fireworks Display Permit – Board members reviewed the application from the Western 

Michigan Fair Association for a fireworks display.  Keson reported that all required documentation had been submitted. 

 

Moved by Piper, seconded by Kmetz to approve the Application for Fireworks Display Permit received from the Western 

Michigan Fair Association to conduct a fireworks display at the Mason County Fairgrounds on Tuesday, August 11, 2015 

at dusk.  In case of rain, the display will occur on August 15, 2015.  Further discussion included concerns of public safety 

in regards to the area where the fireworks are set off and the tendency for dry ground conditions in August as well as 

general concerns for 4-H farm animals housed at the fairgrounds during fair week.  Nordlund requested a roll call vote. 

 YES:          Kmetz, Keson, Piper. 

 NO:            Kelley, McCallum, Nordlund. 

 ABSENT:  Enbody 

 

Motion lost. 

 

Keson stated that he would contact members of the Western Michigan Fair Association to request a short informative 

presentation at a future meeting in an effort to address any concerns the township board may have regarding the application 

for fireworks display permit. 

 

D. Consider Frontage Fee Exception (added) – McCallum explained that the ordinance requires board action by 

resolution for the waiver of frontage fees for connection to water service.  She explained the property in question used to be 

a single parcel and due to the odd way the parcel has been split, it causes an overlapping of the frontage charges.  The 

proposed frontage fee accounts for the actual frontage of the property along Rasmussen Road. 

 

The following resolution was presented by Kelley and supported by Nordlund: 

 

WHEREAS, the Pere Marquette Charter Township Sewer Ordinance states, “On application from the owner or other 

interested party of the affected premises, the frontage component of the sewer connection charge may, by action of the 

township board by resolution, be waived, all or in part, when special or unusual circumstances exist, such as when the 

premises in question has frontage on two or more streets or potential streets.  The township board may condition such 

waiver on such terms and conditions as it shall specify”, and 

 

WHEREAS, application has been made by John V. & Mary M. Bergh & Larry King to waive a portion of the frontage 

component of their connection charge for the following properties owned by them:  53-010-012-200-001-21; 53-010-012-

200-001-30; 53-010-012-200-001-40, and 

 

WHEREAS, the three parcels in question are contiguous, and 

 

WHEREAS, the three parcels are eligible to be combined, and 
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WHEREAS, the three parcels are treated as a single parcel by the State of Michigan for the purpose of Principal Residence 

application, and 

 

WHEREAS, the owners are not requesting a deferment of any portion of the frontage, and 

 

WHEREAS, the purpose of charging a connection fee based on frontage is to assign cost equitably according to property 

size, and 

 

WHEREAS, due to the unusual shape of the three properties in question, the application of frontage charges at the front 

yard building setback would result in an “overlapping” of the frontage charge, making the charge for these properties 

inequitable compared to other properties of similar size, and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Pere Marquette Charter Township Board hereby authorizes the Water 

Sewer Administrator to adjust the frontage component of the sewer connection charge assessed for properties 53-010-012-

200-001-21; 53-010-012-200-001-30; 53-010-012-200-001-40 as though the properties were a single property rather than 

three separate properties, thereby reducing the frontage component charged from 749 lineal feet to 502 lineal feet. 

 

YES:     Kmetz, Kelley, McCallum, Keson, Piper, Nordlund. 

NO:     None. 

ABSENT:  Enbody. 

 

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Keson announced that he had received an invitation to the Tpr. Paul K. Butterfield II Memorial 

Highway Dedication Ceremony scheduled for 2:30 p.m. on Monday, July 13, 2015 at Lincoln Hills Country Club; and that 

he has a meeting scheduled with the City of Ludington to discuss options for water service during the Township’s water 

tower maintenance. 

 

Meeting adjourned by Supervisor at 7:22 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

Sara McCallum, Temporary Clerk                                                Paul Keson, Township Supervisor 

 

 


