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REGULAR MEETING 

June 14, 2016 

 

PERE MARQUETTE CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD 

held at 1699 S. Pere Marquette Highway, Ludington MI  49431 

 

Board members present:  Supervisor Paul Keson; Treasurer Sara McCallum; Trustees: Paul Piper, Joanne 

Kelley, and Andy Kmetz. 

Board members absent: Clerk Rachelle Enbody and Trustee James Nordlund. 

Also present:  Devon Hall, Terry Wahr, Andy Larr, Larry Gaylord, Kelly Smith, Kristin Lange 

Present for a portion of the meeting: Sheriff Kim Cole. 

 

Meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by the Supervisor.  Invocation was given by Smith; Pledge of Allegiance was 

recited by all.   

 

The following amendment was offered to the May 10, 2016 minutes:  Treasurer Sara McCallum was listed as present 

but should reflect that she was absent. 

 

Moved by Piper, seconded by McCallum to approve the minutes from May 10, 2016 as amended.  Motion carried. 

 

Moved by McCallum, seconded by Kelley to appoint McCallum as temporary clerk for this meeting.  Motion carried.  

 

Moved by Keson, seconded by Kmetz to appoint Kristin Lange as recording secretary to assist with the recording of the 

minutes for this meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  Keson stated that the auditor, Doug Wohlberg, was unable to make it to the meeting due 

to illness; therefore the agenda would need to be amended to delete Item A. “Presentation of 2015 Audit – Douglas 

Wohlberg, C.P.A.” 

 

Moved by Piper, seconded by Kmetz to approve the agenda as amended.  Motion carried. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: Sheriff Cole reported on 64 calls for service in May 2016. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: A. Presentation of 2015 Audit – Douglas Wohlberg, C.P.A. Item deleted from agenda. 

 

B. Consider Application for Fireworks Display Permit – Keson noted that the application for fireworks display 

permit received from the Western Michigan Fair Association is complete and letters of support and acknowledgement 

have been received from the Mason County Sheriff and the Pere Marquette Charter Township Fire Chief.   
 

Moved by Keson, seconded by Piper to approve the Application for Fireworks received from the Western Michigan 

Fair Association to conduct a fireworks display at the Mason County Fairgrounds on Tuesday, August 9, 2016 at dusk 

and to authorize the township clerk to sign the Permit for Public Display.  In case of rain, the display will occur on 

August 13, 2016. 

 

Motion carried. 

 

C. METRO Act Right of Way Telecommunications Permit – Keson explained that the purpose of the METRO Act is 

to create a telecommunication right-of-way oversight authority and to provide revenue to municipalities.  KEPS 

Technology, Inc. dba ACD.net has submitted an application, along with the application fee, to install a fiber optic line 

that would connect their end users to a high speed telecommunications network which would include internet and 

telephone services.  The line would connect to a telecommunications tower on a private drive located off of U.S. 10.  

The township board approved a Conditional Use Permit for the construction of the telecommunications tower in 

October 2015. 

 

Moved by Kelley, seconded by Kmetz, to approve the application for a METRO Act Permit by KEPS Technology, Inc. 

dba ACD.net and to authorize the Supervisor and Clerk to sign the Bilateral Form Right of Way Telecommunications 

Permit.   

 

Motion carried. 
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D. Consider Purchase Offer for Eight Parcels in the Pere Marquette First Street Business Park – Keson explained 

that in February of 2016, the Township Board adjusted the sales price of the acreage remaining in the Pere Marquette 

Industrial Park and First Street Business Park to be negotiable.  An offer has been received from ProAct Services 

Corporation for the purchase of Parcel(s) 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 25, and 26 for a total purchase price of $100,000.00. 

ProAct intends to construct a 20,000 square foot manufacturing facility and 4,000 square feet of office space as Phase I 

of their expansion. 

 

After discussion, the following Resolution was offered by Keson and supported by Kmetz:  

 

RESOLUTION 

 

WHEREAS, the Township owns certain real property within the Pere Marquette First Street Business Park;  

 

WHEREAS, ProAct Services Corporation made an offer to purchase certain real property commonly known as 

Parcels 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23 25, and 26, Pere Marquette First Street Business Park, and legally described on the 

attached Exhibit A for a total purchase price of One Hundred Thousand Dollars ($100,000.00) subject to certain terms 

and conditions.  

 

WHEREAS, the Board wishes to confirm its acceptance of the Purchaser's offer to purchase the property.  

 

THE PERE MARQUETTE CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD RESOLVES THAT:  

 

1.  The sale of the Property to the Purchaser for stated amount is authorized.  

 

2.  The Supervisor and the Clerk are authorized to sign the documents necessary to memorialize the 

terms of the transaction and otherwise close the sale of the Property to the Purchaser.  

 

3.  All resolutions in conflict in whole or in part with this Resolution are revoked to the extent of such 

conflict. 

 

Roll call vote: Yes: Kmetz, Kelley, McCallum, Keson, Piper.             

No:   None.  

                         Absent:  Enbody and Nordlund.   

 

Resolution declared adopted. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: Zoning Board of Appeals (Piper) – No report. 

 

Planning Commission (Kmetz) – Kmetz reported that Spence Riggs from the Mason County Growth Alliance presented 

base sidewalk ordinance language for members to consider and modify to the Township’s needs. 

 

EMPLOYEE REPORTS: Assessor (Hall) – Reported working on some special projects alongside the supervisor which 

includes some research on Oxy Chem / Dow easements as they relate to township property and then determining 

ownership of the walkway out to the south breakwall; also working on finalizing last of the MTT cases left by his 

predecessor. 

 

Building/Zoning Administrator (Wahr) – Provided a printed report detailing building and zoning permit activity for 

May 2016; reported Mercy Health was finalizing building construction and that he just received an application for 

construction of a new home in Dawson’s Estates off South Lakeshore Drive.  

 

DPW/Water/Sewer Superintendent (Larr) – Reported on few issues with Rasmussen Road reconstruction project as they 

related to the township’s water lines; just completed a cycle of water main flushes; working on Consumer Confidence 

Reports; a second round of cross connection inspections were just completed with a third round still to come. 

 

Fire Department (Gaylord) – Reported on 19 responses in May.  Year to date totals are 22 runs ahead of 2015.   

 

Parks Manager/Code Enforcement (Smith) – Reported on several small projects that have been completed within 

Buttersville Campground, Suttons Landing and Memorial Tree Park; continuing to send letters out in regards to code 

enforcement while also closing several complaints due to compliance. 
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OFFICERS REPORTS:  Clerk – Lange, on behalf of Enbody, provided a list of current invoices for approval.   

 

Moved by Keson, seconded by Piper to approve payment of invoices totaling $181,606.95.  Motion carried. 

 

Treasurer (McCallum) – Provided a printed report detailing cash and investment balances by fund and by bank account 

for May 2016; provided printed report detailing cash balance analysis from 2009 to 2015; reported meeting with Alan 

Supp, Morgan Stanley financial advisor newly assigned to the Township, as well as working alongside the Clerk’s 

office finalizing audit documents and completing the Continuing Disclosure for 2015. 

 

Supervisor (Keson) – Reported completing compilation of information on the different water meter read systems for 

presentation at the next board meeting; parking lots at town hall will be seal coated and striped next week; prepping 

information on former Wingate parcel for possible sale; and noted that the 2016 Freedom Festival fireworks 

sponsorship payment was included on the list of invoices. 

 

The meeting was adjourned by the Supervisor at 7:47 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sara L. McCallum, Temporary Clerk                                                 Paul A. Keson, Township Supervisor 

 


