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REGULAR MEETING 

May 12, 2015 

 

PERE MARQUETTE CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD 

held at 1699 S. Pere Marquette Highway, Ludington MI  49431 

 

Board members present:  Supervisor Paul Keson; Clerk Rachelle Enbody; Treasurer Sara McCallum; Trustees: 

Paul Piper, Joanne Kelley, Andy Kmetz and James Nordlund. 

Also present:  Devon Hall, Terry Wahr, Andy Larr, Larry Gaylord, Jim Leonard, County 

Commissioner Steve Hull, and Mason Lake Conservation District Administrator 

Jordan DeVries.  

Present for a portion of the meeting: Sheriff Kim Cole. 

 

Meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by the Supervisor.  Invocation was given by Keson; Pledge of Allegiance was 

recited by all.  The minutes of the April 14, 2015 regular meeting were approved by consent. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: Sheriff Kim Cole reported on 57 calls for service in April 2015.   

 

Item D. “Sale of Township Camera” was added to the agenda. 

 

Moved by Enbody, seconded by Piper to approve the agenda as amended.  Motion carried. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: A. Consider Request from Mason Lake Conservation District for Grant Assistance – Jordan 

DeVries addressed the board to explain a request for grant assistance.  The Conservation District would like to apply for a  

Federal grant for the restoration of the Pere Marquette River that will reduce sediment flow downstream to Pere Marquette 

Lake and improve the brook trout habitat.  The board had previously approved a $5,000.00 in-kind match of services in 

support of the Michigan Invasive Species Grant Program, but the Conservation District did not receive that grant.  DeVries 

asked the board to consider applying the previously approved amount to the new grant opportunity.  DeVries then updated 

board members on other projects the Conservation District is managing for the DNR, and also mentioned an opportunity for 

a township property to obtain a rain garden on behalf of the Muskegon Community Foundation.  

 

Moved by Nordlund, seconded by Piper to appropriate a match equivalent to $5,000.00 to the Mason Lake Conservation 

District in support of the Restoration of the Pere Marquette River Grant Program. 

 

Motion carried. 

 

B. Consider Engineering Services for Water Tower Maintenance Agreement – Board members reviewed two 

proposals for maintenance of the water tower.  Larr explained that two companies came to inspect the water tower and 

submit proposals.  Dixon Engineering, Inc. gave a proposal for engineering costs in the amount of $4,500.00 with estimated 

expenses for maintenance and repairs of $40,000.00 this year and an additional $120,000.00 in approximately eight years.  

The second proposal from Utility Service Co., presented a ten year maintenance plan at $260,000.00 in which the cost 

could be spread over ten years at $26,000.00 per year.  Larr stated Dixon Engineering designed the water tower and he has 

been satisfied with their work in the past.  The Water and Sewer Committee reviewed each proposal and recommends 

Dixon Engineering. 

 

Moved by Keson, seconded by McCallum to approve engineering services from Dixon Engineering, Inc. in the amount of 

$4,500.00 for the preparation of technical specifications and contract documents, project administration, and cathodic 

protection systems and mixer installation inspection for the water storage tank. 

 

Motion carried. 

 

C. Consider Approval of Purchasing and Bid Policy – Board members reviewed a memo from McCallum reviewing the 

significant revisions to the Purchasing and Bid Policy.  McCallum explained that the township attorney advised that the 

policy be updated to reflect changes in statute removing requirements related to sealed bids.  Keson explained that a 

restriction of a $20,000.00 limit on emergencies would not allow any emergency repairs for lift stations, the generator at the 

well house, or other purchases related to a catastrophic event and therefore a change was made to the proposed policy 

eliminating the monetary restrictions on emergency purchases.  The proposed policy increases the purchase limit of the 

Purchasing Agent from $2,000.00 to $5,000.00; it gives the Finance Committee the authority to approve purchases up to  
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$10,000.00; purchases from $10,000.00 to $20,000.00 require board approval and purchase over $20,000.00 will require 

Requests for Proposals, quotes or sealed bids, or a majority vote to waive the requirement if not found to be practicable. 

 

Moved by Enbody, seconded by Kelley to adopt the proposed Purchase and Bid Policy, effective upon adoption. 

 

Motion carried. 

 

D. Sale of Township Camera – Keson explained that the previous assessor approached him about purchasing the township 

camera used while she was the assessor.  The camera is seven years old and the shutter is broken.  Keson researched the 

resale cost of the camera and it ranges between $10.00 and $56.00 depending upon the condition. 

 

Moved by Piper, seconded by Nordlund to authorize the supervisor to sell or dispose of the Kodak camera, to use his 

discretion to determine the fair value of the camera, and to sell or dispose of the camera within a reasonable time line.  All 

proceeds shall be deposited into the appropriate fund(s). 

 

Motion carried. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: Planning Commission (Kmetz) – Reported a site plan review for an urgent care facility was 

approved with minor contingencies including two recommendations being forwarded to MDOT and the Mason County 

Road Commission to allow a left turn off of eastbound US 10 and to move the entrance on Jebavy Drive as far north of the 

US 10 intersection as possible. 

 

Zoning Board of Appeals (Piper) – Reported electing officers for 2015. 

 

EMPLOYEE REPORTS: Assessor (Hall) – Reported he will be transitioning to full time beginning Monday and that 

everything is going well. 

 

Building/Zoning Administrator (Wahr) – Provided a written report detailing permit activity through April; more building 

permits have already come in for May; expecting a site plan review for the Brownfield property that is being developed by 

Shilander Auto Body; ALDI’s have begun construction at the corner of Meyers and US 10; Pallet Recycle, whose office 

building was destroyed by fire in March, is hoping to begin rebuilding in the near future. 

 

DPW/Water/Sewer Superintendent (Larr) – Reported working with the Mason County Road Commission at the Buttersville 

Park parking area improving visibility, drainage, and the area at the Father Marquette Shrine; continuing with leaf and 

brush pick-up; the new truck that will be shared between the Parks and DPW is scheduled to be delivered next week. 

 

Fire Department (Gaylord) – Reported on 25 responses in April and noted they are 17 runs ahead compared to the same 

time last year; the ISO report was received and the township has maintained its rating at a six; the report gave areas for 

improvement and Gaylord plans to work towards improving the rating; three members of the department have completed 

their Emergency Medical Responder training and should be receiving their certification within the month; annual hose 

testing was done and three lengths of hose did not pass the testing and have been removed from service; the railroad 

crossing will be shut down for two days for repairs and a detour will re-route traffic; Gaylord is working on an emergency 

response plan during the closure;  service awards were presented at the last fire department meeting and the following 

members received awards for their years of service with the Department: Ross Kissel – 40 years, Larry Gaylord – 35 years, 

Ed Rasmussen – 20 years, and Kevin Burgess – 15 years. The Pere Marquette Fire Department was also awarded a plaque 

for 40 years of service. 

 

Parks Manager (Smith) – No report (absent). 

 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE: Moved by Keson, seconded by Piper to move into committee of the whole at 7:19 p.m.  

Motion carried.  Various topics discussed with no action taken: 

 

 Keson stated he is working with Verizon on the purchase of a property in the First Street Business Park.  Verizon 

was originally considering Lot 27 but now is looking for a location closer to the center of the business park.  

Keson stated the tower would require approval from the Planning Commission.  
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 Keson updated the board on the upgrades to the Sixth Street lift station.  The pumps and control panel have been 

received and the engineer is working on finishing up the plans to submit to the DEQ for a permit.  The DEQ stated 

the plans could be submitted as a design/build and once approved, the project can go out for bid.   

 

Moved by Keson, seconded by Piper to return to regular session at 7:32 p.m.  Motion carried. 

 

OFFICERS REPORTS:  Clerk (Enbody) – Reported on voter turnout for the May Special Statewide Election; noted 

changes in legislation for the 2016 election schedule; continuing to work on the completion of the audit and the financial 

reporting that is due upon completion of the audit. Enbody provided a current list of invoices for approval. 

 

Moved by Enbody, seconded by Kelley to approve payment of invoices totaling $164,421.85.  Motion carried. 

 

Treasurer (McCallum) – Provided written report(s) detailing quarterly cash, bank, and investment balances by fund and 

account for the first quarter of 2015 and detailing cash and investment by fund and bank account for the month of April; 

reported Ed Bradford of the City of Manistee gave a presentation at the quarterly Mason County Treasurers Association on 

budgets for smaller municipalities; working with Judy on the new website; the treasurer’s office has been busy with Jackie 

doing research on connections and handling several new requests for connections; will begin working on the tax roll next 

month. 

 

Supervisor (Keson) – Michigan Economic Developers Association personnel toured the industrial parks with Keson and the 

township has received certifications from the MEDA for the Pere Marquette Industrial Park and the First Street Business 

Park; the boat launch area at the Father Marquette Memorial is receiving some improvements with a larger grassy area for 

picnic tables; presented service awards to fire department members from 15 to 40 years of service and expressed his 

appreciation for their service and dedication; working towards the hiring of an assistant code enforcement officer; noted 

that the assessor will officially begin full time employment on May 18
th

; stated that Judy Cools has submitted a letter of 

resignation which states she is leaving employment in favor of pursuing other interests. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Keson announced that he has received notification that the railroad crossing on Pere Marquette 

Highway will be repaired later this year.  The crossing will receive new gates, lights, and other repairs.  A portion of 

highway will be closed during the repairs.   

 

EXTENDED PUBLIC COMMENTS: County Commissioner Hull spoke of upcoming events in Mason County and 

reported on the most recent meeting of the Mason County Board of Commissioners.  

 

Meeting adjourned by Supervisor at 7:45 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

Rachelle D. Enbody, CMC, Township Clerk                                                Paul Keson, Township Supervisor 

 


