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REGULAR MEETING 

April 14, 2015 

 

PERE MARQUETTE CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD 

held at 1699 S. Pere Marquette Highway, Ludington MI  49431 

 

Board members present:  Supervisor Paul Keson; Clerk Rachelle Enbody; Treasurer Sara McCallum; Trustees: 

Joanne Kelley, Andy Kmetz and James Nordlund. 

Board members absent: Trustee Paul Piper. 

Also present:  Devon Hall, Terry Wahr, Andy Larr, Larry Gaylord, Kelly Smith, Mike and Elsie 

Keson, and Mason County Road Commission Manager/Director Wayne Schoonover. 

Present for a portion of the meeting: Sheriff Kim Cole. 

 

Meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by the Supervisor.  Invocation was given by Keson; Pledge of Allegiance was 

recited by all.  The minutes of the March 24, 2015 regular meeting and the current agenda were approved by consent. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: Sheriff Kim Cole reported on 95 calls for service in March 2015.   

 

NEW BUSINESS: A. Presentation by the Mason County Road Commission on Proposal 1 – Wayne Schoonover gave a 

presentation on Proposal 15-1, a ballot initiative on the May 5
th

 ballot that, if approved, would increase the sales/use tax 

from 6% to 7% and give effect to laws that provide additional money for roads by increasing the gas tax and vehicle 

registration fees.   

 

B.  Request from Ludington Area Jaycees for support of Freedom Festival – Enbody noted that $1,000 has been 

allocated in the budget for the purpose of defraying the expenses of observing Independence Day. 

 

Moved by Keson, seconded by Nordlund to appropriate the sum of $1,000 to the Ludington Area Jaycees to be utilized for 

the observance of Independence Day. 

 

Motion carried. 

 

C. Job Description/Authorize hiring of Code Enforcement Officer – Board members reviewed the job description for a 

Code Enforcement Officer.  Keson explained that the intent is to provide assistance to the Zoning department.  The 

enforcement officer would work under the direction of the Zoning Official who is also the Ordinance Enforcement Officer.  

It was determined that the job description should clarify the position as “Assistant Code Enforcement Officer” as this 

position has no certification requirements and would perform only under the direct supervision of the Zoning 

Administrator/Ordinance Enforcement Officer.  Enbody expressed concern over the cost of benefits for a new full time 

position and the effect on the budget.  As no allocation was made in the 2015 budget for the addition of this position Keson 

will review the budget and bring a recommendation to the board at a later date.  

 

Moved by Kmetz, seconded by McCallum to approve the job description for Assistant Code Enforcement Officer. 

 

Motion carried 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: Planning Commission (Kmetz) – The Planning Commission held a work session with township 

attorney Rod Schermer to review billboard, sidewalk, fireworks and firearms discharge regulations within the township 

ordinances.   

 

EMPLOYEE REPORTS: Assessor (Hall) – Stated things are going very well, everyone has been helpful, and he is pleased 

to be working with the township. 

 

Building/Zoning Administrator (Wahr) – Provided a written report detailing permit activity through March; ALDI’s has 

begun clearing their site to begin construction and a permit was issued for Wags to Wiskers; reported meeting with the road 

commission and representative from Mercy Health on driveway concerns for their location at the corner of US-10 and 

Jebavy; noted that the office building of Pallet Recycle had burned and that they will be going to the ZBA for approval to 

rebuild on the same footprint; received prints for the new body shop for Shilander; working on a request from McDonalds 

for a second drive-thru lane; and the Consumers Lake Winds building in PM Industrial Park is nearing completion. 
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DPW/Water/Sewer Superintendent (Larr) – Reported spring leaf pick up has begun; working with the Road Commission on 

the beach parking area near Buttersville Park; the new truck has been ordered and is scheduled for production in May; 

working with drainage issues and leach basins; completed quarterly meter reading; passing along numerous calls about 

potholes to the Road Commission; and noted that the well field produced an extra 280,000 gallons of water to fight the fire 

at Pallet Recycle.  

 

Fire Department (Gaylord) – Reported on 32 responses in March and are at 86 calls to date compared with 70 calls to date 

last year; the aerial truck was used for an investigation to aid in obtaining photographs of an area in which a death occurred. 

 

Parks Manager (Smith) – Reported gearing up to open May 1
st
; working on rebuilding and repainting picnic tables; plans to 

submit water samples next week and sees no issues for being ready for opening day. 

 

OFFICERS REPORTS:  Clerk (Enbody) – Reported working on reviewing the preliminary audit and adjusting entries, and 

year-end financial reporting requirements; there will be an informational MERS meeting for employees on Thursday; 

reported that new FOIA laws become effective on July 1, 2015 that will  require new written procedures and guidelines to 

implement the FOIA, along with a written public summary explaining how the township’s FOIA process works; the 

township cannot charge a fee for a FOIA request unless these items have been adopted.  Enbody provided a current list of 

invoices for approval. 

 

Moved by Enbody, seconded by Keson to approve payment of invoices totaling $115,423.07.  Motion carried. 

 

Treasurer (McCallum) – Reported working on many different things; Jackie has been putting together a lot of quotes for 

requested water and sewer connections; working with the engineer on the Reliability Study; first quarter water bills have 

just gone out; the Mason County Treasurers Association speaker at last week’s meeting was Ed Bradford of the City of 

Manistee and he spoke on the budgeting process in smaller municipalities. 

 

Supervisor (Keson) –  Received notification from the Road Commission that they have approved the 2014 and 2015 

payment(s) of $9,100.00 for each year for the roads in the First Street Business Park; the Roads Committee will be meeting 

soon to review roads and determine the projects for 2015; there may be an offer for the purchase of a lot in the First Street 

Business Park and another business interested in a parcel in the Pere Marquette Industrial Park; working with the Road 

Commission to fix the drainage issue in the Buttersville beach parking area. 

 

EXTENDED PUBLIC COMMENTS: Kelly Smith stated he had met with the Personnel Committee last fall regarding a 

full time position with the township and let it be known it was his intent to keep himself available if a position became 

available and that he let the township administration know of his retirement from racing.  He expressed that he is hopeful of 

working for the township on a full time basis. 

 

Meeting adjourned by Supervisor at 7:56 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

Rachelle D. Enbody, CMC, Township Clerk                                                Paul Keson, Township Supervisor 

 


