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REGULAR/COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING 

March 24, 2015 

 

PERE MARQUETTE CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD 

held at 1699 S. Pere Marquette Highway, Ludington MI  49431 

 

Board members present:  Supervisor Paul Keson; Treasurer Sara McCallum; Trustees: Joanne Kelley, Andy 

Kmetz, and Paul Piper. 

Board members absent: Clerk Rachelle Enbody and Trustee James Nordlund. 

Also present:  Kristin Lange, Kelly Smith, County Commissioner Steve Hull, Devon Hall, and 

Henry Rasmussen.  

 

Meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by the Supervisor.  Invocation was given by Keson; Pledge of Allegiance was 

recited by all.  The minutes of the March 10, 2015 regular meeting and the current agenda were approved by consent. 

 

Moved by McCallum, seconded by Keson to appoint McCallum as temporary clerk for this meeting.  Motion carried. 

Moved by Keson, seconded by Kelley to appoint Kristin Lange as recording secretary to aid in minute taking for this 

meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: There was no public comment. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING: A. Application for a Land and Water Conservation Fund Grant – The public hearing was called 

to order by the Supervisor at 6:34 p.m.  The purpose of the hearing was to hear comments on the Application for a Land 

and Water Conservation Fund Grant.  Notice of the public hearing was published in the Ludington Daily News on March 

14, 2015. 

 

Kelly Smith (Parks Manager) presented information on the proposed improvements and renovations for the Buttersville 

Park play area.  Commissioner Hull expressed concern with wood fiber maintenance due to close proximity to sand dunes.  

No further comments were received.  The public hearing was closed at 6:55 p.m. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: A. Resolution in Support of Grant Application – The following Resolution was offered by Piper and 

supported by Keson: 

 

LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND  

RESOLUTION OF AUTHORIZATION – LOCAL UNIT OF GOVERNMENT MATCH WITHOUT DONATED FUNDS 

 

WHEREAS, the Pere Marquette Charter Township Board of Trustees supports the submission of an application titled, 

“Buttersville Park Playground Renovation” to the Land and Water Conservation Fund for development of a new 

playground to replace old, outdated, non-accessible playground equipment with new, accessible playground equipment that 

includes two multi-function play structures, swings, and the latest versions of a merri-go-round, and a tire swing installed 

over an engineered wood surface with accessible pathways at Buttersville Park; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the proposed application is supported by the Community’s 5-Year Approved Parks, Recreation and Open 

Space Plan 2015 - 2019; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the Pere Marquette Charter Township Board of Trustees has made a financial commitment to the project in the 

amount of $30,000 matching funds, in cash and/or force account; 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Pere Marquette Charter Township Board of Trustees hereby authorizes 

submission of a Land and Water Conservation Fund Application for $30,000, and further resolves to make available its 

financial obligation amount of $30,000 (50%) of a total $60,000 project cost, during the 2016-2017 fiscal year. 

 

Roll Call Vote: Ayes:     Kmetz, Kelley, McCallum, Keson, and Piper. 

Nays:     None. 

Absent:  Enbody and Nordlund.  

 

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 
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B.  Resolution to Enter Into Consent and Agreement – The Supervisor stated the next order of business was the 

consideration of a resolution to approve and enter into a Consent and Agreement relating to the Water Supply Agreement 

recently entered into with Michigan Power and the City.  The following Resolution was offered by Kelley and supported by 

McCallum: 

 

 RESOLUTION 

 

 WHEREAS, the Township entered into a Water Supply Agreement, having an effective date of March 10, 2015, 

with Michigan Power Limited Partnership ("Michigan Power") and the City of Ludington ("City"); and 

 

WHEREAS, Section 11.10 of the Water Supply Agreement requires the prior written approval of the Township 

and the City for Michigan Power to assign the Agreement; and 

 

WHEREAS, Michigan Power has entered, and/or will be entering, into certain Loan Arrangements, as summarized 

in the attached Consent and Agreement, as part of the financing of the operations of Michigan Power's facility in the 

Township; and 

 

WHEREAS, under such Loan Arrangements, Michigan Power's obligations are, and will be, secured by a security 

interest in all of its assets, including the contract rights under the Water Supply Agreement; and 

 

WHEREAS, MUFG Union Bank, N.A. ("Bank") as the Administrative Agent and the Collateral Agent for the 

Secured Parties under the Loan Arrangement, together with Michigan Power have requested the Township and the City to 

execute the Consent and Agreement for purposes of approving the collateral assignment of Michigan Power's rights in and 

to the Water Supply Agreement to the Bank as provided in and under the terms and conditions of the Consent and 

Agreement; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Township has reviewed the Consent and Agreement and finds that such agreement to be 

acceptable and appropriate and that it will not adversely affect performance under the Water Supply Agreement. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 

 

 1. The Consent and Agreement as attached to this Resolution is hereby approved. 

 

 2. The Township Supervisor and Deputy Clerk are authorized and directed to execute the Consent and 

Agreement, and to take other necessary and appropriate actions to execute, deliver and implement the Consent and 

Agreement. 

 

3. All resolutions in conflict herewith in whole or in part are hereby revoked to the extent of such conflict. 

 

Roll Call Vote: Ayes:     Kmetz, Kelley, McCallum, Keson, and Piper. 

Nays:     None. 

Absent:  Enbody and Nordlund.  

 

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 

 

C. Approve hiring of Assessor – Keson introduced Devon Hall, a Level III assessor who has expressed interest in 

succeeding Michelle Heffner, the Township’s current assessor who is retiring effective March 31, 2015.  Hall then provided 

a brief summary of his assessing experience and qualifications while responding to a few questions by board members. 

 

Moved by Keson, seconded by Kmetz to approve the hiring of H. Devon Hall as a Level III Assessor, beginning with an 

abbreviated schedule at an hourly rate equivalent to the current Assessor’s salary of $25.96 per hour up until a full time 

schedule can be coordinated and thereafter paid at up to the established 2015 Assessor’s salary of $54,004.00 per year.  

 

Motion carried. 
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COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE: Moved by Piper, seconded by McCallum to move into Committee of the Whole at    

7:10 p.m.  Motion carried.  Various topics discussed with no action taken: 

 

 Discussed progress with zoning enforcement officer within the Township. 

 

 Keson provided updates on the following: the issue regarding the sand dune on South Lakeshore Drive 

(Buttersville peninsula) that has continually encroached into the roadway; on repair of Phillips Cemetery fence that 

was damaged in February when a vehicle slid through intersection; and an infrastructure improvement request by 

Epworth. 

 

 McCallum provided a Reliability Study update and informed members that a request has been made to BS&A 

regarding a support visit for the Utility Billing Program as well as possible basic training for the DPW employees 

on the program. 

 

 Discussion occurred regarding Capital Improvement Plan, the approximate bond balance remaining and which 

projects are currently slated to utilize those monies. 

 

Moved by Keson, seconded by Piper to return to regular session at 7:20 p.m. Motion carried. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Keson announced that Wayne Schoonover (Mason County Road Commission) offered to present at 

an April board meeting, a brief overview of ballot initiative Proposal 15-1 for the May 5, 2015 election. 

 

Meeting adjourned by Supervisor at 7:22p.m. 

 

 

 

 

Sara McCallum, Temporary Clerk                                                Paul Keson, Township Supervisor 

 


