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REGULAR MEETING 

March 10, 2015 

 

PERE MARQUETTE CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD 

held at 1699 S. Pere Marquette Highway, Ludington MI  49431 

 

Board members present:  Supervisor Paul Keson; Clerk Rachelle Enbody; Treasurer Sara McCallum; Trustees: 

Joanne Kelley, and Andy Kmetz. 

Board members absent: Trustees Paul Piper and James Nordlund. 

Also present:  Terry Wahr, Andy Larr, Larry Gaylord, Kelly Smith, County Commissioner Steve 

Hull, and Mason-Lake Conservation District Administrator Jordan DeVries. 

Present for a portion of the meeting: Sheriff Kim Cole. 

 

Meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by the Supervisor.  Invocation was given by Smith; Pledge of Allegiance was 

recited by all.  The minutes of the February 10, 2015 regular meeting, the February 17, 2015 special meeting and the 

current agenda were approved by consent. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  Jordan DeVries informed the board that the grant application for the Michigan Invasive Species 

Grant was denied and that he may bring a new request to the board for an in-kind match of services for a new grant 

application, that the snake exhibit at the Sandcastles Children’s Museum begins March 27
th

,  and thanked the board for their 

contribution to the Household Hazardous Waste Program for 2015. 

 

County Commissioner Steve Hull reported on the most recent meeting of the Mason County Board of Commissioners. 

 

Sheriff Kim Cole reported on 90 calls for service in February 2015. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS: Board members each received an Auditors Communication With Those Charged With Governance 

During Planning letter from auditor Douglas Wohlberg, CPA.  The communication details the planned scope and timing of 

the audit and the auditor’s responsibilities under accepted auditing standards. 

  

NEW BUSINESS: A. Resolution - Wholesale Water and Sewer Agreement; Addendum I to Wholesale Water and 

Sewer Agreement; Water Supply Agreement; and Water Supply Franchise Agreement – The Supervisor stated the 

next order of business was the consideration of a resolution to approve and enter into three agreements concerning the 

Township's water and sewer systems and the supply of public water to Michigan Power Limited Partnership for its 

processing needs.  The following Resolution was offered by Keson and supported by McCallum: 

 

 RESOLUTION 

 

 WHEREAS, Pere Marquette Charter Township ("Township") and the City of Ludington ("City") are parties to a 

Restated Water and Sewer Agreement, dated November 30, 1983, as amended (the "Restated Agreement"); and 

 

WHEREAS, under terms of the Restated Agreement, the City has supplied treated water from the City's public 

water system (the "City Water System") to the Township for sale by the Township to customers served by that portion of 

the Township's water system that receives and distributes water purchased from the City Water System (the "Township 

Purchased Water System"); and 

 

WHEREAS, under the terms of the Restated Agreement, the City has provided sewage treatment and disposal 

service by the City's sanitary sewer system (the "City Sewer System"), which includes the City's wastewater treatment plant 

(the "Sewage Treatment Plant"), to the Township for sanitary sewage and wastewater (together, "Sewage") collected from 

customers of the Township sanitary sewer system (the "Township Sewer System"); and 

 

WHEREAS, Michigan Power Limited Partnership ("Michigan Power") owns and operates a natural gas-fired 

electricity producing cogeneration power plant (the "Facility") located on lands in the Township adjacent to the City; and 

 

WHEREAS, Michigan Power is currently a customer of the Township Purchased Water System for some of its 

needs for public water, that does not include the processing water needs for the cogeneration operations of the Facility; and 
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WHEREAS, Michigan Power desires to obtain processing water needs of the Facility from the Township's 

Purchased Water System which would require a large increase in the volume of water distributed from the Township 

Purchased Water System and, in turn, received from the City Water System; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Township and Michigan Power desire to provide an assured source of public water to the Facility 

for its process water needs; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City will incur significant expense to upgrade the City's Water Treatment Plant and certain 

distribution and transmission components of the City Water System in order to enhance the supply of water by the City to 

customers of the City Water System, including the Township and, in turn, by the Township to Michigan Power for the 

process water needs of the Facility; and 

 

WHEREAS, in light of the above, representatives of the Township, the City, and Michigan Power have negotiated 

the following agreements for consideration and approval by the parties: 

 

A. Wholesale Water and Sewer Agreement, with Exhibit A, between the City and the Township which shall 

replace and supersede the Restated Agreement; 

 

B. Addendum I to the Wholesale Water and Sewer Agreement, between the City and the Township, which 

will supplement the Wholesale Water and Sewer Agreement with terms and conditions relating to large 

volume of public water required by and to be distributed to Michigan Power for the process water needs 

of its Facility; and 

 

C. Water Supply Agreement with Exhibits A-D between the Township, the City, and Michigan Power, 

which supplements A and B above and provides specific terms and conditions applicable to Michigan 

Power and the supply of public water to Michigan Power for the process water needs of the Facility; 

 

(collectively the "Agreements"); and 

 

WHEREAS, the Township's administration and legal counsel recommend approval by the Township Board of the 

Agreements, and the Township Board determines that approval of the Agreements is in the best interests of the Township. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 

 

 1. The Agreements as attached to this Resolution are hereby approved. 

 

 2. The Township Supervisor and Clerk are directed to execute the Agreements, and to take other necessary 

and appropriate actions to execute, deliver and implement the Agreements. 

 

3. All resolutions in conflict herewith in whole or in part are hereby revoked to the extent of such conflict. 

 

YES: Kmetz, Kelley, McCallum, Keson, and Enbody. 

NO: None. 

 

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 

 

B. Proposal(s) for Truck for DPW/Water/Sewer and Parks Departments – Board members reviewed a memo from 

Larr requesting a new four wheel drive truck.  The vehicle is a planned expenditure from the Capital Improvement Fund. 

 

Moved by Kelley, seconded by Kmetz to approve the purchase of a 2015 GMC Sierra 3500 HD 4x4 pickup at a purchase 

price of $28,361.30. 

 

Motion carried. 

 

C. Proposal for Consulting Services – Keson explained that JMB Associates, LLC has assisted the township with 

consulting services for the relicensing process for the Ludington Pumped Storage Project and the Park, Recreation and 

Open Space Master Plan.  The scope of consulting services would include assisting the township with various projects such 
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as Recreation Plan implementation activities, continued services for the Ludington Pumped Storage Project relicensing 

activities and any other services as may be requested by the Township. 

 

Moved by Keson, seconded by Kelley to accept the proposal from JMB Associates, LLC to provide consulting services to 

the Township at a rate of $55.00 per hour with additional expenses such as mileage, copying, services fees, etc., to be 

invoiced as appropriate. 

 

Motion carried 

 

D. Appointment of Firefighter – Gaylord explained that the potential firefighter is a veteran, has past experience as a 

firefighter in another state and has passed the background check and physical examination.  

 

Moved by Kmetz, seconded by McCallum to approve membership of Fred Reader as a probationary firefighter effective 

immediately. 

 

Motion carried. 

 

E. Lift Station #4 Pump Replacement – Larr explained that there are two grinder pumps that operate alternately in the lift 

station.  One of the pumps was rebuilt but is still not performing as it should.  Larr would like to purchase a new grinder 

pump for the lift station and keep the other grinder pump as a spare.  Larr received a quote from Detroit Pump, which is the 

company that designed and built the original lift station.  

 

Moved by Enbody, seconded by Kmetz to approve the purchase of a pump for lift station #4 from Detroit Pump at a not to 

exceed cost of $3,165.00 plus applicable freight charges. 

 

Motion carried. 

 

F. Lift Station #1 Repairs – Larr explained that the lift station experienced another failure in January.  A service 

technician from Grandtech, Inc. replaced a check valve and then discovered a variable frequency drive failure.  The repairs 

were necessary due to the fact that it is a main lift station. The lift station is scheduled for upgrades in 2015.  The equipment 

has been ordered and the engineer is finalizing the specifications.  Larr stated the goal is to have the upgrades complete 

before Memorial Day. 

 

Moved by Kelley, seconded by Keson to approve repair charges in the amount of $4,622.50 for lift station #1. 

 

Motion carried. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: Planning Commission (Kmetz) – The Planning Commission held a work session on long term 

goals for the Comprehensive Plan and compiled a list of questions for the Township Attorney’s meeting with the 

commission.  The commission also discussed the possibility of a sidewalk ordinance and if there would be interest from the 

Township Board for a cost share sidewalk program. 

 

EMPLOYEE REPORTS: Assessor  – Keson reported that the Board of Review met from 1:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. on Monday, 

March  9
th

 and will meet from 9:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. on Wednesday, March 11
th

. 

 

Building/Zoning Administrator (Wahr) – Provided a written report detailing permit activity through February; issued a 

building permit for ALDI food market and anticipates issuing a permit for Wags to Wiskers pet store within the next week. 

 

DPW/Water/Sewer Superintendent (Larr) – Reported gathering information for the township engineer for the completion of 

the Reliability Study required by the DEQ; the contractor performing the Cross Connection inspections will be coming at 

the end of this month; the township has budgeted for approximately fifty inspections per year until all connections have 

been inspected; the fork lift was inspected and some repairs were made; Larr will be attending a conference next week. 

 

Fire Department (Gaylord) – Reported on 32 responses in February; thanked the board for the appointment of the new 

member; reported on pipeline training at the Fire Department on March 9
th 

and receiving the new port-a-tank. 
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Parks Manger (Smith) –  Reported waiting for the weather to break to begin preparing the parks for the season and is 

currently working with the consultant on application for grant funding for the replacement of playground equipment at 

Buttersville and Memorial Tree Park(s) which needs to be submitted by April 1
st
. 

 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE: Moved by Keson, seconded by Enbody to move into Committee of the Whole at 7:40 

p.m.  Motion carried.  Various topics discussed with no action taken: 

 

 Discussed the remaining two lots in the Pere Marquette Industrial Park.  Keson has checked with an appraiser 

familiar with commercial property and was informed that the cost per acre is reduced when more acreage is 

purchased.  With the remaining two lots being larger lots, Keson informed the board that the cost per acre may 

need to be reevaluated. 

 

 Discussed the position of assessor.  Keson stated he is considering placing someone into the position for one year 

at a reduced schedule, starting out at two days per week and possibly working up to thirty hours per week instead 

of the current forty hour per week worked by the current assessor. 

 

Moved by Keson, seconded by Kmetz to return to regular session at 8:05 p.m. Motion carried. 

 

OFFICERS REPORTS:  Clerk (Enbody) – Reported receiving notification of receiving a Risk Avoidance Grant to pay for 

75% of the tuition for the Citizen Planner courses taken by the Planning Commission members; working on the 2014 audit 

and working with the auditor on the asset lists.  Enbody provided a current list of invoices for approval. 

 

Moved by Enbody, seconded by Kelley to approve payment of invoices totaling $412,753.81.  Motion carried. 

 

Treasurer (McCallum) – Provided a written report detailing quarterly cash, bank, and investment balances by fund and by 

bank account for the fourth quarter of 2014; provided a written report detailing cash and investment balances by fund and 

by bank account for January 2015; reviewed 2014 Tax Settlement Report; reported discussion with auditor to consolidate 

tax revenues to a single account (line item); working on connection quotes, Reliability Study, audit, Continuing Disclosure 

Report, website, and will soon begin working on a spring newsletter. 

 

Supervisor (Keson) – Reported attending the County Commissioners meeting and a City of Ludington Public Safety/Public 

Utilities Committee meeting and reported on each meeting; the business interested in internet service to the First Street 

Industrial Park has put the request on hold due to the possibility of a provider moving into the Business Park. 

 

Meeting adjourned by Supervisor at 8:27p.m. 

 

 

 

 

Rachelle D. Enbody, CMC, Township Clerk                                                Paul Keson, Township Supervisor 

 

 

 


