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REGULAR MEETING 

December 8, 2015 

 

PERE MARQUETTE CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD 

held at 1699 S. Pere Marquette Highway, Ludington MI  49431 

 

Board members present:  Supervisor Paul Keson; Clerk Rachelle Enbody; Treasurer Sara McCallum; 

Trustees:  Joanne Kelley, Andy Kmetz and James Nordlund. 

Board members absent: Trustee Paul Piper.  

Also present:  Devon Hall, Terry Wahr, Andy Larr, Larry Gaylord, and Kelly Smith. 

Present for a portion of the meeting: Sheriff Kim Cole and Eric Sherman. 

 

Meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by the Supervisor.  Invocation was given by Smith; Pledge of Allegiance was 

recited by all.  The minutes of the November 24, 2015 meeting and the current agenda were approved by consent. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: Eric Sherman asked if board members were aware of the fundraising efforts of the “adopt a 

Boot” campaign that will provide an extra layer of safety for classrooms throughout Mason County.  Keson informed 

Mr. Sherman that Sheriff Cole had presented the board with information on the fundraising campaign. 

 

Sheriff Cole reported on 121 calls for service in November 2015.  He explained that fundraising efforts for the “adopt a 

Boot” campaign were going well and expects installation at some of the locations to begin over the Christmas break. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: A.  2016 Standing Board / Committee Appointments – Moved by Kmetz, seconded by Kelley to 

approve the following Standing Board/Committee appointments for 2016: 

 

Standing Boards and Committees for 2016 

 

Architectural Control 

Paul Keson* 

Paul Piper 

Jim Hinman 

Terry Wahr 

Election Commission 

Rachelle Enbody* 

Joanne Kelley 

Jim Nordlund, Sr. 

Finance 

Sara McCallum* 

Rachelle Enbody 

Paul Keson 

 

Economic Development 

Paul Keson* 

Rachelle Enbody 

Sara McCallum 

MI Municipal Risk Management 

Paul Keson* 

Andrew Larr 

Andy Kmetz 

Terry Wahr 

Jim Nordlund, Sr. 

Personnel 

Paul Piper* 

Joanne Kelley 

Andy Kmetz 

 

Sewer & Water 

Rachelle Enbody* 

Sara McCallum 

Paul Keson 

Roads 

Paul Keson* 

Jim Nordlund, Sr. 

Andy Kmetz 

Tax Abatement Review 

Paul Keson* 

Devon Hall 

Susan VanHoven 

* First person listed is chairperson of the Committee/Commission 

 

Twp. Bd. Representative to Planning Commission  Andy Kmetz 

Twp. Bd. Representative to Zoning Bd. of Appeals  Paul Piper 

Grant Administrator     Rachelle Enbody 

Water/Sewer Administrator    Sara McCallum 

Mason County Growth Alliance Representative  Paul Keson 

Ludington Mass Transit Authority Representative  Paul Keson 

MMRMA Member Representative   Paul Keson 

Lincoln Lake Improvement Board Representative  Stephen Wegener 

 

Motion carried. 
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B.  Fire Department Officer Appointments – Moved by Enbody, seconded by Nordlund to approve the following 

appointments, effective January 1, 2016: 

 

Fire Department: 

Fire Chief Lawrence Gaylord 

Assistant Chief Dennis Grant 

Captain  Dan Marek 

1st Lieutenant Scott Graczyk 

2nd Lieutenant Scott Kelsey 

Safety Officer Jim Mitchell 

Training Officer Ross Kissel 

 

Motion carried. 

 

C. Board and Commission Appointments – Moved by Keson, seconded by McCallum to approve the following 

appointments, effective January 1, 2016: 

 

Planning Commission – Jim Nordlund, Jr. and Rex Pope for terms ending December 31, 2018. 

Zoning Board of Appeals – Ron Soberalski and Jim Beal for terms ending December 31, 2018. 

Construction/Maintenance Board of Appeals – Bill Roy and Mike Knudsen for terms ending December 31, 2017. 

Hamlin/Pere Marquette Water/Sewer Authority – Rachelle Enbody and Paul Keson (alternate) for terms ending 

December 31, 2017. 

  

Motion carried. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  Planning Commission (Kmetz) – Reported the Planning Commission has completed its 

initial review of the Comprehensive Plan and has sent the requested modifications back to LIAA; attended a training on 

sidewalk design and maintenance and obtained a lot of information and good ideas for the Planning Commission to 

incorporate into a sidewalk ordinance. 

 

EMPLOYEE REPORTS: Assessor (Hall) – Reported conducting a lot of field work with the numerous building permits 

and the new construction in 2015; preparing personal property forms along with a letter covering details regarding the 

forms and reminding filers of deadlines for filing the exemption form; reported attending a seminar regarding the 

phasing out of Industrial Personal Property, Eligible Manufacturing Personal Property and the Essential Services 

Administration which is the mechanism to provide reimbursement to local units that have lost revenue due to the 

phasing out of the Industrial Personal Property taxes; prepared a special letter to those disabled veterans who received 

the exemption in 2015 reminding them of the need to file for the exemption annually; the Board of Review will meet on 

December 15. 

 

Building/Zoning Administrator (Wahr) – Provided a written report detailing permit activity through November; reported 

that the new Wags to Wiskers pet store hopes to open sometime after Christmas. 

 

DPW/Water/Sewer Superintendent (Larr) – Reported that the fall leaf pick-up has ended; the Sixth Street Lift Station 

upgrade has begun and Jackson-Merkey will be dismantling the existing pumps tomorrow with the entire project 

wrapping up in a couple of weeks; the crew worked in conjunction with the City of Ludington and Mason County Drain 

Commission to clear the Creamery Corners drain near Whitehall Industries; winterizing fire hydrants; attended a 

meeting with a meter representative and will meet with one more vendor before deciding on a company to purchase new 

meters from. 

 

Fire Department (Gaylord) – Reported on 25 responses in November and are ahead of the number of runs from the same 

time last year; the suburban that was purchased as an emergency medical vehicle will be in service soon. 

 

Parks / Code Enforcement (Smith) – Reported working on the park properties on various things that need attention; met 

with Jim Bernier of JMB Associates for a site visit to Memorial Tree Park to look at some areas that could be improved; 

attended the relicensing meeting for the Pumped Storage Facility along with Bernier and Keson; reported that the 

township may not receive the grant for playground equipment at Buttersville due to so many applicants for the same 

funding; campground revenues were up approximately 20% in 2015 due to the addition of new sites. 
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OFFICERS REPORTS: Clerk (Enbody) – Beginning year-end preparations and reviewing the general ledger for budget 

amendments that will need to be approved at the next meeting; completed a report of health insurance rates and billing 

information to the third-party administrator for COBRA benefits; discussed new legislation that will affect the 2016 

election cycle; received legal opinion from MTA that it is reasonable and legal for the township to charge a higher 

burial permit fee to non-resident non-taxpayers and also noted that most cemeteries in Mason county allow non-resident 

burials. 

 

Moved by Enbody, seconded by Keson to approve payment of invoices totaling $198,439.97.  Motion carried. 

 

Treasurer (McCallum) – Provided a written report detailing cash and investment balances by fund and by bank account; 

the winter tax bills went out December 1st and are due February 14th; the court date for the purpose of striking 

uncollectable taxes from the delinquent personal property tax rolls has been scheduled for January 7, 2016; working on 

year-end. 

 

Supervisor (Keson) – Reported preparing for the December Board of Review; working on the Capital Improvement 

Plan for approval at the next board meeting; working with the attorney on amending the ORV ordinance; reported a 

billing error between the Western Mason County Fire District Authority and the Mason County Rural Fire Authority 

that will result in a $75,000 reimbursement to the Rural Fire Authority. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: The next board meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, December 29th at 4:00 p.m.  Nordlund 

requested permission to be excused because he will be out of the state. 

 

Meeting adjourned by Supervisor at 7:24 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

Rachelle D. Enbody, CMC, Township Clerk                                                 Paul A. Keson, Township Supervisor 

 


