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REGULAR MEETING 

October 13, 2015 

 

PERE MARQUETTE CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD 

held at 1699 S. Pere Marquette Highway, Ludington MI  49431 

 

Board members present:  Supervisor Paul Keson; Clerk Rachelle Enbody; Treasurer Sara McCallum; Trustees: 

Paul Piper, Joanne Kelley, Andy Kmetz and James Nordlund. 

Also present:  Devon Hall, Terry Wahr, Andy Larr, Larry Gaylord, Kelly Smith and Fran Kalchik. 

Present for a portion of the meeting: Sheriff Kim Cole and Mason County Emergency Management Coordinator Elizabeth 

Reimink. 

 

Meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by the Supervisor.  Invocation was given by Keson; Pledge of Allegiance was 

recited by all.  The agenda was approved by consent. 

 

The following amendment was offered to the September 8, 2015 minutes: Under EMPLOYEE REPORTS: Fire 

Department, it should state that Gaylord reported on 26 responses in August instead of July. 

 

Moved by Enbody, seconded by Piper to approve the minutes from September 8, 2015 as amended.  Motion carried. 

 

SHERIFF’S REPORT: Sheriff Kim Cole reported on 74 calls for service in September 2015.  

  

COMMUNICATIONS: Enbody reported on a letter received from ALDI thanking board members for attending the grand 

opening celebration for their new store in Ludington.  Enbody also reported on an e-mail received from MTA regarding a 

change to the housing procedure for the 2016 Annual Conference.  

 

NEW BUSINESS: A.  Fire Department Request for Turnout Gear – Board members reviewed quotes from Time 

Emergency, SaMM,  Allied Fire Sales and Service, LLC, and 5 Alarm Fire and Safety Equipment for the replacement of 

structural turnout gear.  The Fire Department has budgeted for the replacement of three sets of turnout gear.  Gaylord 

explained that members of the fire department reviewed the quotes at their last meeting and would prefer the Allied gear. 

 

Moved by Nordlund, seconded by Kmetz to approve the purchase of three sets of structural turnout gear from Allied Fire 

Sales and Service, LLC at a cost of $4825.86, plus shipping. 

 

Motion carried. 

 

B.  Consider Bid for Modifications to the Sixth Street Lift Station – Board members reviewed correspondence from V-

Tec Engineering recommending the award of the project to Jackson-Merkey for the removal/installation of two centrifugal 

submersible pumps and corresponding control panel for the Sixth Street lift station.  The equipment has been purchased by 

the township and the removal/installation will be completed by the contractor.  The funding for the project will come from 

2013 bond money.  Keson stated that the bid opening was held on August 20
th

 and that only one bid was received.  The 

DEQ is expected to issue the permit for the project soon, as all the required documentation has been submitted and 

approved. 

 

Moved by Kelley, seconded by McCallum to award the Sixth Street Lift Station Modification project to Jackson-Merkey 

Contractors, Inc.,  in the bid amount of $178,715.00 and to authorize the appropriate township officers to sign all required 

documents related to the construction contract. 

 

Motion carried. 

 

C.  Resolution of Support for the Lake Michigan Trails Network – Keson stated that he had received a request from 

Kathy Evan, the Environmental Program Manager from WMSRDC for the support of the Lake Michigan Trails Network.   

 

The following resolution was offered by Enbody and supported by Nordlund: 

 

WHEREAS, Pere Marquette Charter Township is committed to the “Lake Michigan Trails Network”, a partnership of 

advocates and stakeholders developing and promoting water, biking, hiking, and automobile routes and trails around Lake 

Michigan while enhancing environmental, economic, and health benefits for residents and visitors; and 
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WHEREAS, the “Lake Michigan Trails Network” fosters partnerships between planners, trail managers and users, 

landowners, business owners, tourism agencies, government agencies and advocacy groups in all four shoreline states to 

plan and build trails and amenities, and share knowledge, successes, methods and challenges, to aid the development of 

projects; and 

 

WHEREAS, the “Lake Michigan Trails Network” recommends linking trails together, gaining cooperation to encourage 

regional collaboration, and create a partnership that will provide transportation, recreation and community benefits aimed at 

enhancing the quality of life; and 

 

WHEREAS, many communities, agencies, and trail advocates in the region have taken a lead in planning and/or building 

local trails, and those efforts can be greatly enhanced by being connected to the larger Lake Michigan Trails with a strong 

brand marketed to encourage tourism; and 

 

WHEREAS, trails are freely accessible community assets offering opportunities for transportation, recreation and exercise 

to everyone and provide safe places for people to experience a sense of community and create stronger social and family 

ties; and 

 

WHEREAS, trails have significant impact on health and economic viability of the region through encouraging active 

lifestyles, increased tourism revenue, enhanced property values, as well as enhanced ability to attract and retain businesses 

to the region due to improved quality of life, and 

 

WHEREAS, the “Lake Michigan Trails Network” provides the foundation for a long-term strategy that will continue to 

grow and to provide invaluable resources for future generations; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Pere Marquette Charter Township is committed to the promotion and 

continued development of the “Lake Michigan Trails Network” and in concept to working with neighboring communities 

to plan, design, build and maintain a system of trails that will connect our communities, people and special regional points 

of interest for years to come. 

 

Resolution declared adopted. 

 

D.  Resolution of Adoption of the Hazard Mitigation Plan – Mason County Emergency Management Coordinator 

Elizabeth Reimink explained the Hazard Mitigation Plan was approved by the Federal Emergency Management Agency 

and adopted by the Mason County Board of Commissioners.  The Hazard Mitigation Grant Program is administered by 

FEMA and provides grants to local governments after a major disaster declaration if the entity has adopted the Hazard 

Mitigation Plan. 

 

The following resolution was offered by Keson and supported by Enbody: 

 

Resolution to Approve the Hazard Mitigation Plan 

WHEREAS, Mason County, Michigan has experienced repetitive disasters that have damaged commercial, residential and 

public properties, displaced citizens and businesses, closed streets and bridges dividing the community both physically and 

emotionally, and presented general public health and safety concerns; and 

 

WHEREAS, the community has prepared a Hazard Mitigation Plan that outlines the community’s options to reduce 

overall damage and impact from natural and technological hazards; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Hazard Mitigation Plan has been reviewed by community residents, business owners, and federal, state 

and local agencies, and has been revised to reflect their concerns. 

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT,  

 

1. The Hazard Mitigation Plan is hereby adopted as an official plan of Pere Marquette Charter Township. 
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2. The Mason County Local Emergency Planning Commission (LEPC) is hereby established as a permanent community 

advisory body whose members are subject to the approval of the Mason County Board of Commissioners. The group's 

duties shall be as designated in the Hazard Mitigation Plan. 

 

3. The Mason County Emergency Management Coordinator, or designee, is charged with supervising the implementation 

of the Plan’s recommendations within the funding limitations as provided by Mason County Board of Commissioners or 

other sources. 

 

4. The Mason County Emergency Management Coordinator shall convene the LEPC quarterly. The LEPC shall monitor 

implementation of the plan and shall submit a written progress report to Mason County in accordance with the following 

format: 

a. A review of the original plan. 

b. A review of any disasters or emergencies that occurred during the previous calendar year. 

c. A review of the actions taken, including what was accomplished during the previous year. 

d. A discussion of any implementation problems. 

e. Recommendations for new projects or revised action items.  Such recommendations shall be subject to approval by 

the Mason County Board of Commissioners. 

 

Resolution declared adopted. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  Finance Committee (Keson) – Reported the committee met to review three quotes for a new 

plow attachment and salt spreader for the 2015 GMC Sierra pick-up.  The committee authorized the purchase of a plow 

from Western for approximately $6,000 and a salt spreader from Boss for $2,143.64.  The committee also reviewed three 

quotes for a replacement motor for the 2008 Ford pick-up.  The motor will have to be replaced due to maintenance issues. 

The committee authorized Shadetree Mechanic to replace the motor at an estimated cost of $7,559.78. 

 

Planning Commission (Kmetz) – Reported on a special meeting to hold a public hearing and review of a Conditional Use 

Application for a wireless communication tower.  The Conditional Use Permit will come before the township board for 

approval. 

 

EMPLOYEE REPORTS: Assessor (Hall) – Reported on completion of a multi month project in conjunction with the 

Mason County Equalization director to visit and verify the large improved Industrial Class 301 properties in the township.  

The collaboration was beneficial for the fieldwork information as well as pricing and general valuation issues such as 

functional and economic obsolescence.  Keson noted it had been quite some time since these properties were last assessed. 

 

Building/Zoning Administrator (Wahr) – Provided a written report detailing permit activity through September; work has 

begun on the new medical facility and building permits for new homes are continuing to come in. 

 

DPW/Water/Sewer Superintendent (Larr) – Reported working with Elmer’s on the water and sewer connections for Mercy 

Health; working with Oudbier Instrument Company on water meter reading instrumentation for Michigan Power; all of the 

permit application documentation has been submitted to the DEQ for the lift station project and the permit should be on its 

way; the mixers for the water tower project have come in and the project is tentatively scheduled for the first week of 

November; the department has just completed the quarterly meter reads and is now preparing for fall leaf collection. 

 

Fire Department (Gaylord) – Reported on twenty four responses in September and they are about twenty runs ahead of last 

years’ run totals at this time; the railroad crossing is closed for repair and the department has been able to create a 

temporary access through the Cal-Chlor property in order to respond to calls while the highway is closed; the Fire 

Authority has purchased a suburban for the department that will be used as a first responder vehicle. 

 

Parks (Smith) – Reported on preparing the parks for closing this Thursday; several projects will be taking place including 

repairs to the roofs on the restrooms and pump house, installing a knotty pine ceiling inside the restrooms, looking into 

replacing the current toilets with auto-flush models, and rebuilding picnic tables; received a tree planting grant and will be 

placing twenty-five new spruce trees along Lakeshore Drive which will create a visual and sound barrier to the traffic noise. 

 

Clerk (Enbody) –  Reported on educational sessions from attending the MTA Clerks’ Professional Development 

Conference and the Municipal Employees’ Retirement System Annual Conference.  Enbody provided a current list of 

invoices for approval. 
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Moved by Enbody, seconded by Piper to approve payment of invoices totaling $231,322.19.  Motion carried. 

 

Treasurer (McCallum) – Provided a written report detailing quarterly cash, bank, and investment balances by fund and by 

bank account for the third quarter of 2015 and noted there have been no changes in any of the ratings; reported on attending 

the Michigan Association of Municipal Treasurers’ Annual Conference and the Michigan Government Finance Officers’ 

Annual Conference and reviewed topics covered at each conference; the deputy treasurer is working on quarterly water and 

sewer bills; is working to pull together information for the winter tax billing; reported there will be a letter of engagement 

coming before the board to approve legal representation in order to petition the court to strike uncollectable delinquent 

personal property taxes from the record. 

 

Supervisor (Keson) – Reported he will be attending the Supervisors’ Annual Conference at the end of next week; reported 

speaking with several people about the ORV Ordinance and he will be reviewing the ordinance as the one year review is 

approaching; has spoken with Eric Gustad of Consumers Energy who has offered a tour of the Pumped Storage Facility for 

any board member that is interested; the Road Commission has requested a list of possible 2016 road projects; met with 

Epworth administration members to consider upsizing a water main; four windows are being replaced at the township hall 

along the East and North sides of the building; met with Senator Booher regarding a potential property acquisition; the 

DPW/Water/Sewer Department will be flushing water mains at the end of the week. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS – The Mason County Township Officers’ Association will meet on Thursday, October 21, 2015 at 

7:30 p.m. at Hamlin Township Hall.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT – Fran Kalchik requested that additional gravel be placed along the edges of Sherman Street.  The 

new paving raised the road and some of the road edges drop off sharply.  Keson stated he will contact the Road 

Commission. 

 

Meeting adjourned by Supervisor at 7:51 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

Rachelle D. Enbody, CMC, Township Clerk                                                Paul Keson, Township Supervisor 

 

 


