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REGULAR/COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING 

October 22, 2019 

 

PERE MARQUETTE CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD 

held at 1699 S. Pere Marquette Highway, Ludington MI  49431 

 

Board members present:  Clerk Rachelle Enbody; Treasurer Jacalyn Sroka; 

   Trustees: Paul Piper, Andrew Kmetz, James Nordlund Sr., and Henry Rasmussen. 

Board position vacant:     Supervisor 

Also present:  Devon Hall, Jerry Bleau, Andy Larr, Larry Gaylord, Kelly Smith, Tyrone Collins, 

Jeremy Piper, Kelly van Frankenhuyzen (Ludington Daily News) and three guests. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by the Clerk.  Invocation was given by Enbody; Pledge of Allegiance was 

recited by all.   

 

Moved by Enbody, seconded by Kmetz to appoint Paul Piper as President pro tem for this meeting.  Motion carried.  Piper 

assumed chairmanship of the meeting. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  Jeremy Piper commented that no matter what the outcome that he appreciates the endorsement 

the township has shown and given to him with the opportunity to be interviewed, he wished all the candidates good luck 

and added that he is willing to serve the township in any capacity that he can convey his expertise.  Mr. Piper thanked the 

board for their consideration. 

 

Enbody reported a letter of support for Tyrone Collins was received from Tom Plank. 

 

Moved by Rasmussen, seconded by Sroka to approve the minutes from the regular meeting on October 8, 2019, the closed 

session on October 8, 2019, the special meeting on October 17, 2019, the special meeting on October 21, 2019 and the 

closed session on October 21, 2019.  Motion carried. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: A.  Consider Letter of Resignation – Board members reviewed a letter from Planning Commission 

member James Hinman informing the board of his resignation. 

 

Moved by Rasmussen, seconded by Nordlund, to accept, with regret, the resignation of James Hinman from the Planning 

Commission effective October 22, 2019, and to thank Mr. Hinman for his service. 

 

Motion carried. 

 

B.  Consider Proposal Agreement for Professional Services – Board members reviewed a proposal agreement between 

Pere Marquette Charter Township and MCSA Group, Inc. for the conceptual designs and final Master Plan for public 

access and management strategies to protect sensitive coastal habitat at the Pere Marquette Conservation Park, which 

includes a segment of the Lake Michigan Water Trails.  The planning process will involve public engagement to get ideas 

and support for this coastal access opportunity. 

 

Moved by Enbody, seconded by Nordlund to enter into an agreement with MCSA Group, Inc. for the preparation of a 

Pere Marquette Charter Township Conservation Park Master Plan and to authorize the Clerk to sign the agreement on 

behalf of the township. 

 

Motion carried. 

 

C.  Appoint Township Supervisor – The Board conducted interviews on October 17, 2019 to appoint a replacement for 

Paul Keson who resigned effective September 27, 2019.  Important considerations were availability of time, having a 

vision for the future of the township, willingness to serve, the necessity and ability to research, to see that all laws and 

ordinances are enforced, the importance of understanding the structure of township government and working 

cooperatively with fellow board members and residents.  The current term of office runs through November 20, 2020.  

Piper reviewed the qualifications of the five candidates to be considered for the office of township supervisor. 

 

Moved by Nordlund, seconded by Kmetz to appoint Gerald Bleau to the office of Township Supervisor effective 

November 1, 2019, to fulfill the statutory duties of the office and to complete the unexpired term of office ending 

November 20, 2020, with an annual salary of $61,115.00 as established in the 2019 salary resolution for Township 

Supervisor. 
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Motion carried. 

 

Moved by Nordlund, seconded by Kmetz to amend the previous motion to add “contingent upon resignation”.  The motion 

is now “to appoint Gerald Bleau to the office of Township Supervisor effective November 1, 2019, to fulfill the statutory 

duties of the office and to complete the unexpired term of office ending November 20, 2020, with an annual salary of 

$61,115.00 as established in the 2019 salary resolution for Township Supervisor, contingent upon resignation.” 

 

Motion carried. 

 

Letter of Resignation – Board members reviewed a letter of resignation received from Gerald Bleau from the position 

of building inspector / zoning administrator, effective October 31, 2019. 

 

Moved by Kmetz seconded by Sroka to accept the letter of resignation from Gerald Bleau, Building Inspector / Zoning 

Administrator, effective October 31, 2019. 

 

Motion carried. 

 

EXTENDED PUBLIC COMMENTS:  Mr. Bleau thanked the board for their consideration.  He thanked the staff, which 

he stated is top notch and thanked the other candidates.  Mr. Bleau stated that this will be an exciting journey and he is 

hoping that this will be successful for the long term.  Mr. Bleau relocated to the area because he loved the area and because 

of Paul Keson.  Mr. Bleau stated that his success as supervisor is not possible without the staff and that the staff at Pere 

Marquette is better than anywhere he has worked. 

 

ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting was adjourned by the President pro tem at 6:48 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

Rachelle D. Enbody, CMC, Township Clerk                                                Paul Piper, President pro tempore 

 


